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What is the International
Day of Peace?
The United Nations' International Day of Peace, marked every year on 21
September, is a day when individuals, communities, nations and governments are
encouraged to highlight efforts to end violent conflict and promote peace.
The International Day of Peace was established by UN
resolution in 1981 and the first ‘Peace Day’ was observed in
1982. In 2002, the UN General Assembly officially declared
21 September as the permanent date for the International
Day of Peace. It is a day when all people are reminded of
the need to work together to build peace within and among
peoples and nations.
The International Day of Peace is considered a ‘Day of
Ceasefire’, both personal and political. It is an opportunity
for all of us to make peace in our own relationships as well as
seek to influence the larger conflicts of our time.

This year’s theme
The theme for this year is ‘Partnerships for Peace —
Dignity for All’. This theme highlights the importance of
working together in partnership to strive for peace. Working
for peace in our communities and across the world relies
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upon cooperation and collaboration between governments,
civil society, the private sector, faith-based groups and other
non-governmental organisations. This resource highlights
some of those partnerships that Uniting Church in Australia
members and congregations have developed since the
inception of the church in 1977—partnerships with people
of other faiths, between neighbours who find themselves
in conflict, between Christians and other concerned
citizens, and between Australian Christians and our partners
overseas.
This resource includes a theological reflection on active nonviolence, reflections on personal pilgrimage and building
peace in the communities around us, an exploration of
non-violent direct action, and examples of peacebuilding in
times of international militarism. There are ideas on actions
to take on World Peace Day and worship resources for your
congregation.
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Partnerships for Peace — Dignity for All
A theological reflection
EIRA CLAPTON
It is a cool and cloudy Perth evening. We are setting up
some stalls in the cloister-like entrance of the University
of Western Australia’s Winthrop Hall, where a concert
commemorating the 70th Anniversary of the bombing of
Hiroshima is soon to take place.

surprised and often pleased to find that the Church cares
about the issues that matter to them. They value our
solidarity with them.
These partnerships lead me to reflect on the passage from
Luke 9:49-50.

We are a rag-tag bunch of activists: Doctors for the
Prevention of War, the Anti-Nuclear Alliance, the Red Cross,
the Conservation Council of WA, the Winter Arts festival,
and the Uniting Church in Western Australia’s Social Justice
Unit! Proudly I place our banner bearing the words ‘Peace –
Justice –Environment’ alongside the others.

John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name, and we tried
to stop him, because he does not follow with
us. But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop him; for
whoever is not against you is for you.’ (NRSV)

Much of the work we do around Australia as the Uniting
Church—as congregations, presbyteries and synods and
through justice teams and staff—is done in partnership with
other organisations who are also concerned about the same
issues. Our partners come from a wide range of civil society
groups and activists—unions, environmental organisations,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander groups, welfare
agencies, community groups, schools and universities, and
many other ecumenical and church groups and people of
different faiths. In each case, we are able to find common
ground despite our differences. Our partners are sometimes

The context of Luke chapter 9 is the disciples trying to
understand Jesus’ message about the realm of God. They
are really struggling to turn around their expectations on
a number of issues. Peter’s declaration about Jesus as
Messiah is countered by the command to follow Jesus
into a cross-bearing witness (9:18-27). The wonder of
the transfiguration is countered by the disciples failing to
heal the child who is said to have a demon (9:37-42). The
disciples are found fighting about who is the greatest and
Jesus counters again with the example of a child being the
greatest (Luke 9:46-48). Then the disciples want to draw
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boundaries about who can and can’t work wonders in the
realm of God and in the name of Jesus, and again Jesus
counters with a teaching about finding friends across the
boundaries they want to define.
The business of cross-bearing in today’s world is a risky
business, just as it was for Jesus. In Luke 9, Jesus proclaims
the task he has been given—to challenge the powers
of his day and risk rejection by “elders, chief priests, and
scribes” and even death—in order that the realm of God
could break through. James Alison’s theology of Jesus as
the archetypical victim of the human tendency to make
false peace by singling out and eliminating those who we
can blame for all our troubles offers fresh insight into this
costly work. When Jesus returns in resurrection to those
who rejected him, he is modelling a new way of peace —
the transformation of enemies by love and forgiveness.
Alison’s work helps us understand that we no longer have to
continually re-enact this archetypical story—we can offer
‘dignity for all’ and stop the scapegoating and the blaming,
the excluding and the rejecting. Many of our culture’s
favourite stories are based on this tendency to identify the
‘baddy’ and the troublemaker and, often after much conflict,
eliminate them in some way. The gospel story should lead
us to reject this paradigm and replace it with stories of
redemption, renewal and hope.
The Uniting for Peace statement, adopted by the Uniting
Church Assembly in 2003, affirms that “God calls all
Christians to be peacemakers” and promises to “work
together for peace, justice and reconciliation at the
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The business of cross-bearing in today’s world
is a risky business, just as it was for Jesus.
local, national and global level” and “embrace creative
approaches to peacebuilding which are consonant with the
spirit of the Gospel”.
A commitment to finding creative ways of making peace
will require us to make friends of those who are also in the
peacemaking, peace-witnessing, conflict resolution and
justice-affirming parts of our society and invite them to join
with us in turning enemies into friends, loving the unlovely,
and caring for those who are most powerless in our society.
Over the years we have found that this ‘creative
peacemaking’ has led us from conducting seminars about
how to overcome violence in our language and in our
church practices, to standing on picket lines and holding
prayer vigils in the offices of parliamentarians. We have
presented petitions, held multi-faith ceremonies and visited
prisons. We have made paper cranes, and stood on windy
street corners asking workers hurrying to their lunches to
stop and reflect about the death of thousands of people in
Hiroshima.
Have you looked around your community to find people
who are also working for peace? Who could you build
alliances with in this work of bringing in the realm of God?
By joining them at the forefront of their work, you can take
the message of Jesus the peacemaker with you and they
might find that the realm of God is closer than they think!
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Peace and our community
Often some of the most difficult but most important places to start building
peace are within our closest communities—family, friends, church group,
neighbourhood or workplace. While our personal grievances might seem
petty or small, if we are not able to use the principles of non-violence and build
constructive partnerships in these everyday situations, how can we expect nations
and those groups who are oppressed or attacked to use non-violent means
to resist?
Prejudice, racism, sexism, and fear can all stand in the
way of peace in our communities. Judging people on
the basis of their race, gender, religion, ethnicity or any
other criterion excludes them from the community.
Presuming that a person will act a certain way, or portray
certain characteristics because of their gender or ethnicity,
for example, creates unnecessary barriers and denies
people opportunities that may be easily accessible to
others. Structural violence (the harm that’s caused by
social structures that perpetrate and maintain injustice
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and prejudices against groups of people), policies that
discriminate, and inequitable access to social services can
all contribute to worsening the divide between different
groups of people.
Peaceful communities are environments that are healthy
and life enhancing for everyone. They are inclusive and
accepting of diversity: each member of the community
acknowledges that despite differences in language, cultural
background, religion or ethnicity, every person is of value
and deserves to be treated with dignity and respect.
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Pilgrimage of Peace
The World Council of Churches (WCC) Pilgrimage of
Peace encourages people to participate in a personal
journey towards peace, through engagement with issues
of justice and peace. A pilgrimage is a journey of moral or
spiritual significance that can strengthen faith. Along the
journey, people on a pilgrimage have experiences that
transform or change how they see themselves and each
other. Consider embarking on a pilgrimage of peace in
your own life, perhaps inspiring others to join you. It might
be a journey of learning and discovery or a journey through
your neighbourhood focussing on a particular issue or
theme. A good way to begin is by considering the following
questions:

A pilgrimage is a journey of moral or spiritual significance
that can strengthen faith. Along the journey, people on a
pilgrimage have experiences that transform or change
how they see themselves and each other.
The WCC has a special website where you can access
resources to help you think about what a pilgrimage of
justice and peace might mean for you in your local context
and help you plan your pilgrimage.

• What does pilgrimage mean to you?
• What are some stories of justice and peace from your
community?
• What is sacred to you in your community?
• What will be your focus on the pilgrimage? What are
the issues you care about?
• Who or what in your community would you like to
learn more about?
• How will you move forward in your pilgrimage?
• What will be the impact of your pilgrimage?
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Friendship with our neighbours of other faiths
We live in a diverse, multicultural and multi-faith society,
where we are blessed with the many cultural flavours and
experiences that this diversity offers. The Uniting Church
in Australia has worked to develop strong relationships
with people of other faiths, recognising the importance of
interfaith relationships and the role of religion in creating
and sustaining communities of peace. At the 9th Assembly
of the Uniting Church in 2000, the statement entitled
Living with the Neighbour Who Is Different was adopted.
It commits the Church to working with people of other faiths
as an expression of the gospel call to love our neighbour:

2014 they held an Interfaith Prayer Service. Prayers from
the Baha’i, Brahmakumari, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim, Jain,
Jewish, Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi, Zoroastrian and Uniting
Church traditions, were interspersed with Tamil dancing, a
choral contribution performed by students from Parramatta
High School, a film screening, the lighting of candles and
releasing of doves. They will hold a similar service this year.

The question of how we are to relate to persons
of other faiths is a specific expression of the larger
question: how can we live with the neighbour who
is different? Love is central to Christianity and must
continually be brought to bear in this situation. We
have to face the hard fact that the Christian Church
does not have a consistently good record in respecting
and valuing those who we see as 'different'. How
are we to move from a history of exclusion of the
other to one that embraces the neighbour?
This statement sets out the guiding principles for
relationships with our neighbours of other faiths. These
partnerships are important for a peaceful society. One
church that has demonstrated a practical commitment to
interfaith partnership and dialogue is Parramatta Mission
in Sydney’s west. On the International Day of Peace in
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International Day of Peace Interfaith Prayer Service, Parramatta Mission Uniting Church, September
2014. Photo: UCA
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A covenantal relationship
At the 14th Assembly in Perth in July 2015, the Uniting
Church celebrated the cultural diversity that is emerging
and flourishing within the church. One particular partnership
that is critical to the pilgrimage for peace in our Church is
the covenantal relationship between the Uniting Church
and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress
(UAICC). The Covenanting Statement, adopted in
1994, took a vital step in the journey towards peace by
acknowledging the wrongs of the past:
We lament that our people took your land from you
as if it were land belonging to nobody, and often
responded with great violence to the resistance
of your people; our people took from you your
means of livelihood, and desecrated many sacred
places. Our justice system discriminated against
you, and the high incarceration rate of your people
and the number of Black deaths in custody show
that the denial of justice continues today.
The statement included an apology from the President on
behalf of the Church for “all those wrongs done knowingly
or unknowingly to your people by the Church, and seek
your forgiveness. I ask you to help us discover ways to make
amends”. The response offered by the UAICC reminded
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us that it would be wrong to just say "I forgive", without
reaching a commitment to work together to lay a new
foundation upon which we may build a more just future
together.
This covenantal relationship is an ongoing one —a
pilgrimage for justice and peace. It is a relationship that
acknowledges the invasion and dispossession of the First
Peoples of this land and involves addressing the present
disadvantages caused by the past injustices. It is incumbent
upon all of us in the Uniting Church to continue to walk
together and live out the commitments of the Covenanting
Statement every day.

Discussion questions
• Where do you see prejudice in your community and in your church?
• How does prejudice make life difficult for people in your community?
• What is the relationship between forgiveness, reconciliation and justice?
• What local actions and activities can you think of that would help build a
more inclusive community?
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Non-violent direct action for justice and peace
The story and practice of non-violence in the struggle
for justice and peace goes back to the time of Jesus and
continues through history to the current day. Mahatma
Gandhi who led the non-cooperation struggle for
independence in India and Martin Luther King Jr., who led
the civil rights movement in the United States of America,
are the most well-known leaders in historical non-violence
movements.
More recently we look to contemporary proponents of
non-violent social change. Aung San Suu Kyi is engaged
in the Burmese people’s struggle for independence from
the military government. She endured house arrest for 15
years before her release in 2010. The overthrow of Marcos’
regime in Philippines in 1986, known as the People Power
Revolution, resisted a regime of terror and electoral fraud
through largely non-violent means. The Occupy Movement
began in September 2011 at New York’s financial district as
a protest of the inequality between rich and poor, and the
influence of business over Government. It became known
as Occupy Wall Street, and quickly spread throughout the
world with groups in many major cities using the slogan “we
are the 99%” to protest the wealth and power of the richest
1% of the population.
Here in Australia, non-violent action has been successfully
used many times for social change, including the strike
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There are so many different ways that community groups
can use non-violent action for social change. Gene Sharpe, a
leading practitioner in non-violence, listed 198 examples of
active non-violence to demonstrate how varied and extensive
the methods were.
action in New South Wales in the early 1970s referred to
as the ‘Green Bans’ which saved so many of Sydney’s
heritage buildings (including Pitt Street Uniting Church), the
protests against the ban on street marches imposed by the
Queensland Government of Joh Bjelke-Petersen in 1977,
the Franklin River Blockade in the 1980s, and the Newcastle
coal protest in 2008.
There are so many different ways that community groups
can use non-violent action for social change. Gene Sharpe,
a leading practitioner in non-violence, listed 198 examples
of active non-violence to demonstrate how varied and
extensive the methods were.
Uniting Church congregations and groups have been
finding creative ways to express a compassionate and just
view on how our country should be treating asylum seekers
and refugees and responding to climate change. Their
witness to a just peace is inspiring.
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Case study:
justice for asylum seekers
Many Uniting Church members have participated in a
Christian movement called ‘Love Makes a Way’, using the
principles and methods of active non-violence, including
prayer, to seek justice for refugees and asylum seekers.
Beginning with a ‘pray-in’ at the office of the Immigration
Minister at the time, Scott Morrison, on Friday 21 March
2014, the group has expanded and now reports that 160
people have participated in 24 protests across the nation.
138 people have been arrested for trespass. 1
In May 2014, Rev. Avril Hannah-Jones was part of a small
group of Christian leaders who sat and prayed in the
electorate office of the Leader of the Opposition, Bill
Shorten. She describes why she chose to engage in nonviolent direct action to seek the release of children from
immigration detention.
I no longer simply march in protests, or sign petitions,
or write letters to members of parliament, or agree to
Uniting Church statements, or support organisations
caring for asylum seekers and refugees. I am now
willing to break the law to challenge the political
consensus that what we are doing to asylum

Rev Avril Hannah-Jones and other Love Makes a Way protesters at Australian Parliament House, Canberra,
June 2015 Credit: Love Makes a Way

1 SBS, ‘Love makes a way: what drives these Christians to risk arrest?’ 22 May
2015, http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2015/05/21/love-makes-waywhat-drives-these-christians-risk-arrest
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the reasons why what we as Australians are doing
is both morally and legally wrong. But I do need
to explain why I now commit acts of trespass.
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I am inspired by all the Christians through
the ages who have broken the law in the
cause of God’s justice and peace.

First, I am inspired by all the Christians through
the ages who have broken the law in the cause
of God’s justice and peace. Like everyone
involved in #LoveMakesAWay, I am particularly
encouraged by Martin Luther King’s words in his
‘Letter from Birmingham Jail’: “Non-violent direct
action seeks to create such a crisis and establish
such creative tension that a community that has
consistently refused to negotiate is forced to
confront the issue. It seeks so to dramatise the issue
that it can no longer be ignored.” By sitting and
praying in the offices of members of parliament
until we are forcibly removed, #LoveMakesAWay
participants are seeking to dramatise the issue
of the mandatory detention of children.
Secondly, I am a middle-class, white, female, Christian
minister. I am not sure what the statistics are, but I
suspect people like me are those who are among the
least likely to ever be arrested. When people like me
are arrested we cannot be seen as simply the usual
suspects or as part of any rent-a-crowd. I am willing to
use my middle-class whiteness to challenge the status
quo. My hope is that when middle-class Christians
are willing to be arrested, middle-class Christian
politicians are no longer able to ignore the issue.
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Rev Avril Hannah-Jones and other protesters including former Uniting Church President,
Rev Alistair Macrae at Bill Shorten’s office in May 2014. Credit: Love Makes a Way
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…all the participants had to
imagine the then-Immigration
Minister, Scott Morrison,
standing in front of us. We then
had to imagine ourselves giving
him a hug. I found that extremely
difficult. Acting out of anger is
always much easier for me than
acting out of love. By being
part of #LoveMakesAWay I am
learning to act out of love.
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Thirdly, being part of non-violent direct action
disciplines me. One of my favourite hymns is the
Iona Community’s ‘Inspired by Love and Anger’
but I have to confess that in the struggle for justice
I tend to be more inspired by anger than by love.
During one training session for #LoveMakesAWay,
all the participants had to imagine the thenImmigration Minister, Scott Morrison, standing
in front of us. We then had to imagine ourselves
giving him a hug. I found that extremely difficult.
Acting out of anger is always much easier for
me than acting out of love. By being part of
#LoveMakesAWay I am learning to act out of love.
Finally, I can only do this because my church, both
my local congregation and the wider Uniting Church,
supports me. The Code of Ethics for ministers in
the Uniting Church has a fabulous clause 6.2: “It is
unethical for Ministers to deliberately break the law
or encourage another to do so. The only exception
would be in instances of political resistance or
civil disobedience”. So I am able to commit acts
of political resistance and civil disobedience,
knowing that the Uniting Church has my back.
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Case study:
responding to climate change
Many Uniting Church members have felt called to engage
in civil disobedience actions on environmental issues.
Rev. John Brentnall is passionately concerned about the
destruction to the earth caused by coal mines. The impact
of burning fossil fuels on global warming internationally
is evident in the direct impacts to local waterways and
agriculture much closer to home. John has been protesting
Whitehaven Coal’s Maules Creek mine development
which would see clearing of the Leard State Forest in New
South Wales. He says, in an article he wrote for the Australian
Religious Response to Climate Change:
I see this as a social justice issue as well as an
ecological justice issue. It is a matter of justice
for my neighbours—the people of Kiribati and
Tuvalu, the farmers and residents of Maules
Creek, and all other communities threatened by
big, dirty coal, and the koalas, frogs, birds and
other creatures living in the Leard Forest.
As a Christian minister, a father and grandfather I
have a responsibility to do my bit to ensure that the
environment in which my grandchildren and great
grandchildren live is bearable and sustainable.2

Christian activists at Maules Creek, near Narrabri (John is front row, second from the left).
Photo: Frontline Action on Coal

2 J Brentnall, Why I take part in civil disobedience’, ARRCC, 25 November
2014, http://www.arrcc.org.au/uniting-church-minister-why-i-protest
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Discussion questions
• What struck you most about these stories?
• What are the risks and the advantages of nonviolent civil disobedience as opposed to other
forms of protest?
• What do you think might be the Christian
ethical foundations for non-violent protests and
civil disobedience?
• In what ways could you or your congregation act
non-violently against injustice in the issues you
care about?
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Non-violent action training resources
Actions for non-violent social change are most effective
when the participants engage in specific training before
the action to learn the skills and methods for successfully
engaging in non-violent resistance. Pace e Bene is one
organisation that runs workshops that explore the vision,
principles and concrete tools of active non-violence. There
are many ways to learn more about and apply the skills of
non-violence. A few suggestions to get started are below.
Pace e Bene Australia
http://www.paceebene.org.au
Conflict Resolution Network
http://www.crnhq.org
Alternatives to Violence Project
http://www.avp.org.au
‘Love Makes a Way’
https://www.facebook.com/LoveMakesAWayForAsylumSeekers
Common Ground
https://www.groupwork.com.au/commonground.html
Australian Student Environment Network
http://asen.org.au/learn/activisteducation
International Centre for Nonviolence
http://www.nonviolence.org.au/
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Just peace in times of militarism
Many Australians are confronted and dismayed by situations
of violent conflict across the globe, especially in the Middle
East, and the refugee crisis that has resulted. The United
Nations declared on 14 August 2014 that the current global
humanitarian crisis is the worst since the Second World
War and Amnesty International reported that more than
830,000 people have been forced to flee the area captured
by ISIL (so-called Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, also
known as ISIS and Daesh) since June 2014.3 The situation
has continued to deteriorate since then. In Syria, as violent
conflict continues, more than 200,000 people have been
killed, and many millions have lost their homes since the
conflict began in 2011. The number of people fleeing the
country has now passed 4 million and over 7.5 million are
internally displaced.4 In 2013 the population of Syria was
almost 23 million, about the same as the population of
Australia. Can you imagine what it would look like for almost
half the population of Australia to be displaced by such
brutal violence?

3 ‘Amnesty International accuses ISIL of committing war crimes in Iraq’,
Today’s Zaman, 2 September 2014, http://www.todayszaman.com/
anasayfa_amnesty-international-accuses-isil-of-committing-war-crimes-iniraq_357441.html

Throughout the West Bank (including East Jerusalem) EAs regularly monitor military checkpoints
established by Israel to control the movement of Palestinians. Photo: O. Wnuck

4 Al Jazeera, ‘UNHCR: Syrian refugees cross four million mark’, 9 July
2015, http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/07/unhcr-syrian-refugees-4million-150709033023489.html
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Also in the Middle East, the conflict in Gaza has continued to claim
many victims. Palestinian health officials say that during the 50
day offensive on the Gaza strip in 2014, more than two thousand
people, most of them civilians, including more than 500 children
were killed by the Israeli attack. Israel’s death toll stood at 64 soldiers
and six civilians. Thousands of homes were completely or partially
demolished, together with over 130 mosques and more than 140
schools.5 In Jerusalem, an eight-metre-high wall, numerous military
checkpoints and roadblocks separate Palestinian people from
one another, from their land, and from freedom. In the Hebron hills
and elsewhere, settlers continue to expand occupied land within
Palestine.

Too often news media covers only the most violent forms of
opposition to oppressive regimes—the rockets launched from
Gaza or the violence of the Free Syrian Army. But what of the
efforts of local and international civil society to bring about social
and political change through non-violent means? Civil society
peace processes have an important part to play alongside state
security forces and international peacekeeping forces. Civilian
peacekeeping for the purposes of preventing violent conflict and
protecting non-combatants includes protective accompaniment,
monitoring and inter-positioning.6 A number of international
organisations provide this kind of support in conflict affected
countries.

5 Al Jazeera, ‘UNHCR: Syrian refugees cross four million mark’, 9 July 2015,
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/07/unhcr-syrian-refugees-4million-150709033023489.html

6 C. Barnes, ‘Agents of Change: Civil Society Roles in Preventing War and
Building Peace’, Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict,
Issue Paper 2, September 2006, http://www.operationspaix.net/DATA/
DOCUMENT/5509~v~Agents_for_Change__Civil_Society_Roles_in_Preventing_
War___Building_Peace.pdf
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Case study: protective
accompaniment in palestine
The Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine
and Israel (EAPPI) is an international program coordinated
by the World Council of Churches (WCC), established in
response to a call for support and solidarity for vulnerable
communities suffering under occupation.
EAPPI’s vision is a future in which the occupation of
Palestine has ended, and both Palestinians and Israelis
enjoy a just peace with freedom and security based on
international law. EAPPI’s mission is to witness life under
occupation, engage with local Palestinians and Israelis
pursuing a just peace, and change the international
community’s involvement in the conflict, urging them to act
against injustice in the region.
The program brings Ecumenical Accompaniers (EAs)
from around the world to live in the occupied Palestinian
territories for 3 months to offer protective presence to
vulnerable communities, and monitor and report human
rights abuses. These EAs join Palestinians and Israelis who
work in non-violent ways for peace, and they also support
local churches.
Upon their return home, EAs continue their protective
accompaniment by raising awareness of the realities of
the occupation, and campaigning for a just and peaceful
resolution to the conflict based on international law and
respect for human rights.
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Since 2002, over 1500 volunteers from over 20 countries
have served as EAs, and ten of these have come from
Australia. Rev. Joan Fisher, who served as a volunteer in
early 2015, shared these reflections:
I first became interested in Ecumenical
Accompaniment when I read a newsletter from
‘Act for Peace’. As a Uniting Church minister, I was
drawn to Palestine-Israel as the cradle of Jewish
and Christian faith. Of particular concern to me was
the misuse of Scripture to justify the expulsion of
Palestinians from their ancestral lands. I knew such
injustice is not in keeping with Biblical teaching from
the prophets, nor from Jesus’ life and ministry.
This year I had the privilege of volunteering for
three months in East Jerusalem as an Ecumenical
Accompanier. The conflict my team and I saw firsthand could be described as ‘cold violence ’—the
daily abuse of Palestinians’ human rights. Their
resilience in the face of restricted movement,
overcrowded housing, daily military harassment,
schools with no play space and more, is inspiring.

Rev. Joan Fisher with a family who lost
their home.

I was taken aback at the casual acceptance of
lethal weapons, as heavily-armed military personnel
moved along crowded streets in the Old City.
In my experience, conflict was created when
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military personnel responded aggressively to
activities such as a peaceful protest or children
walking past a checkpoint. Without the military
response there would have been no conflict.
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Peacemaking is a combination of often unremarkable actions
and words, grounded in a belief of something more, coupled
to a sense of courage, and driven on by sumud.

Despite EAPPI’s work, Israeli authorities
continue to violate human rights with impunity.
I learned that considerable economic pressure
may be one of the few ways to force Israel’s
politicians to change current policies.
Bek Christensen was a volunteer with EAPPI back in 2010,
based in the small Palestinian village of Yanoun.
Yanoun is surrounded by illegal Israeli settlements.
Since the late 1990s, the illegal settlements have
systematically and steadily advanced on Yanoun,
so that now it is left with less than five per cent
of its original land. Like many others, this village
suffers ongoing harassment by armed settlers
and members of the Israeli security forces. Over
the years this has included destruction of crops,
mutilation of livestock, contamination of water,
and attacks on people including children.
I volunteered for EAPPI because I wanted to learn
more and experience the situation firsthand, and
stand alongside oppressed people. The evening news
portrays ‘the conflict’ as a sensational series of violent
flashpoints. While these events do happen regularly,
what I experienced was a constant oppressive
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Bek Christensen on duty in the village of Yanoun, pointing out the location of military watchtowers for a visiting
Norwegian delegation. Photo: T. Sveen
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weight of tension, uncertainty, and the threat of
harm that pervaded every aspect of daily life. The
outward signs of militarism are everywhere, from the
ubiquitous weapons held by settlers and soldiers,
to the jets flying overhead, watchtowers on the hills,
and the scars (visible and invisible) people carry.
Illegal settlements come within hundreds of metres
of Yanoun, and every morning we would open the
curtains to see the military watchtower on the opposite
hillside keeping an eye on us. The threat of harassment
or attack is ever present, and while EAPPI’s presence
helps to deter attacks unfortunately incidents still occur.
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I learnt a lot from my Palestinian hosts about sumud—
commitment and steadfastness—in the face of
constant pressure. While conflict isn’t just a series
of violent flashpoints, neither is peacemaking just
a series of sensational grand gestures. Rather it is a
combination of often unremarkable actions and words,
grounded in a belief of something more, coupled
to a sense of courage, and driven on by sumud.
The World Council of Churches has declared 20–26
September 2015 as the International Week of Prayer for
Palestine and Israel. They have made worship resources
available on their website.

Discussion questions
• What surprised you about the stories from Bek
and Joan?
• How do you see partnership and dignity for all
being expressed through the work of ecumenical
accompaniers?
• Soldiers who are deployed to war zones are
admired for their bravery and service in ‘keeping
the peace’. How is an Ecumenical Accompanier
similar to and different from a soldier?
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• What difference do you think EAs make to the
lives of Palestinians and to Israelis working for
peace?
• How has reading the stories of Joan and Bek
changed your impressions of what is happening in
the occupied Palestinian territories?
• How important do you think is sumud
(commitment and steadfastness) in bringing
about a just peace in Palestine and in other
situations of conflict? How does this contrast with
the way governments and political leaders talk
about ending violent conflict?
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Case study: rebuilding
torn clan relationships in PNG
In Hela province, Papua New Guinea, the lush beauty of the
jungle setting masks generations of conflict between clans.
UnitingWorld, the relief and development and international
church partnership agency of the Uniting Church in
Australia, has been a partner with the United Church in
Papua New Guinea for more than ten years. Together they
have embarked on a peace program in this region. The
team at the United Church PNG work as mediators with the
warring clans, bringing them together to talk and agree on
ways forward. A successful outcome is reached when each
party signs an agreement detailing how they will interact in
the future for peace for their family groups.

intention of running away, people soon see that the former
enemies have made peace. Where previously men have
maimed and killed each other, where animals have been
slaughtered and property destroyed, the community sees
the beginning of a new journey of peace, and the breaking
of the chains of generations of violence.

Those in conflict arrive separately in blackened out vehicles
so that they can’t be seen by the community members,
who would be afraid to see these warring leaders traveling
on their roads. They can’t see where they are being taken
or who they will be meeting once they arrive, they simply
know that they are being brought together for reconciliation.
With mediators, including key women in the community,
the enemies come together over a few days to share
food, get to know each other in a neutral setting and talk
about the possibilities of peace, until a peace agreement
is determined. The new allies then walk through town arm
in arm. Perhaps one will buy an item for the other from the
market to show solidarity, and though women might start
packing up their stalls and grabbing their children with the
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The beautiful but troubled highlands province, Hela, Papua New
Guinea, Photo: Uniting World
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Actions to celebrate Peace Day
Now that you have journeyed with those working for peace around the world and
in Australia, what will you and your congregation do to recognise the International
Day of Peace?
It might involve encouraging your co-workers, organisation,
church, local community or government to be involved in
a special event, or it might be the beginning of an ongoing
action or pilgrimage. You might be inspired by the stories
you’ve read in this resource. Here are a few more examples
of what you can do on the day. For more suggestions of how
you can participate in the International Day of Peace, visit
the website: http://internationaldayofpeace.org/
Get active
• Organise a group of people to participate in nonviolent action training, and plan a small action on a
justice issue you all care about.
• Organise to plant a Peace Pole in a local park or church
grounds.
• Collect donations at work or in your church for a
favourite cause or agency working for peace.

21 | Partnerships for Peace — Dignity for All

• Hold a Peace Day event—you could focus on the
resolution of a particular conflict.
• Write letters to your local officials, asking them to
support International Day of Peace. Find samples on
the International Day of Peace website.
For the kids
• Ask the children in your congregation what they’d
like to do for Peace Day. Perhaps they’d like to create
a peace mural, do a role play on the theme of peace,
create peace posters, make a thousand paper cranes
or make peace doves.
• Organise a workshop on Conflict Resolution or invite
the Help Increase the Peace Program (HIPP) team
to lead a workshop on conflict resolution specially
designed for teenagers.
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Get media savvy

• Lead a lantern-lit meditative walk for peace.

• Share photos from events you hold for Peace Day on
social media. Use the #PeaceDay hashtag.

• Encourage your congregation to engage in a
Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, using the resources
produced by the World Council of Churches.
• Organise an interfaith service/gathering at your place
of worship. The Relations with Other Faiths Working
Group of the Uniting Church Assembly has developed
resources to help.

Worship resources

Acknowledgements

• Share a ‘selfie’ or a group shot on social media with
message for peace and the #PeaceDay hashtag.
• Create a poem, video, story or song about peace
with justice. See if you can get it published in a local
newspaper, magazine, or on your church’s website.
See what others have done.
• Encourage your local media outlet to cover stories
about Peace Day events in the neighbourhood.
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Worship resources
The World Council of Churches (WCC) initiated the International Day of Prayer
for Peace in 2004 to coincide with the date of UN Peace Day. People around the
world are encouraged to come together to pray and act together for peace on 21
September or the closest Sunday.
A Litany of Peace
Trusting in you mercy, Lord we pray
that people everywhere may turn from violence and war:
God of peace, hear our prayer.
That peace negotiations may discern the ways of peace
and meet as fellow human beings rather than as enemies:
God of peace, hear our prayer.
That governments may turn from warlike ploys of power
to service in the welfare of our common humanity:
God of peace, hear our prayer.

23 | Partnerships for Peace — Dignity for All

That the strategists of defence
may be free from the fear which produces the arms race:
God of peace, hear our prayer.
That terrorists and defence forces
may be freed from the passion to punish and take revenge:
God of peace, hear our prayer.
That we may all learn what it means
to love those who are regarded as our enemies.
God of peace, hear our prayer.
(Adapted from a Palm Sunday peace service)
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Prayers for peace
Give us courage, O Lord, to stand up and be counted,
to stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves,
to stand up for ourselves when it is needful to do so.
Let us fear nothing more than we fear you,
let us love nothing more than we love you,
for thus we shall fear nothing also.
Let us have no other God before you,
whether nation or party or state or church.
Let us seek no other peace but the peace which is yours,
and make us its instruments;
opening our eyes and our ears and our hearts,
so that we should know always what work of peace we may
do for you.
(Alan Paton)
God of all grace,
call to the nations of the earth to cease from strife,
that all may join to fight not one another
but their common foes of want and ignorance,
disease and sin.
Lead humankind out of the way of death
into the way of life;
and from destruction to the building up of a new world
of righteousness and peace, liberty and joy.
End the dark night of lies and cruelty;
bring in the dawn of mercy and truth.
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God of many names, lover of all nations,
we pray for peace:
in our hearts, in our homes, in our nations, in our world.
The peace of your will.
The peace of our need.
(George Appleton)
Gracious God, we pray for peace in our world:
for all national leaders,
that they may have wisdom to know and courage to do what
is right;
for all men and women,
that their hearts may be turned to yourself
in the search for righteousness and truth;
for those who are working to improve international
relationships,
that they might find the true way of reconciliation;
for those who suffer as a result of war:
the injured and disabled, the mentally distressed,
the homeless and hungry, those who mourn their dead,
and especially for those who are without hope or friend
to sustain them in their grief.
(Baptist Peace Fellowship)

(Week of Prayer for World Peace)

24 | Partnerships for Peace — Dignity for All

International Day of Peace

Jump to section:

Introduction

Theological reflection

Peace and our community

Loving God,
help us to be true:
to see the truth of our brokenness,
hear the truth of our pain,
and speak the truth of our violence,
regardless of the cost.
Loving God,
help us to be merciful:
to open our hearts to everyone we meet,
to reach out our hands with compassion,
and offer love without condition.
Loving God,
help us to be just:
to transform our violent world—
overturning the systems and structures of oppression
and bringing justice to all creation.
Loving God,
help us to be community:
to live together in trust—
all people and all creation,
reconciled and renewed in your grace,
a world of peace.
Now and forever. Amen.
(Rev. Elenie Poulos)
God of the nations,
whose kingdom rules over all:
have mercy on our broken and divided world.
25 | Partnerships for Peace — Dignity for All

Just peace in times of militarism

Action ideas

Worship resources

Acknowledgements

Shed abroad your peace in the hearts of all people,
and banish from them the spirit that makes for war;
that all races and peoples may learn to live
as members of one family,
and in obedience to your laws;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(Uniting in Worship 2 p. 291)
Almighty and everlasting God,
grant that we may live and work together
in unity and peace.
Give to all a spirit of respect and trust,
and an earnest desire to seek for justice
and the common good;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
(Uniting in Worship 2 p. 293)
By your word, Lord God,
we and all creatures
are formed, sustained and fed.
Teach us to abide in peace
with the world your hands have made,
that as faithful stewards of your good earth,
we may reverence you in the works of your creation.
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God forever and ever. Amen
(Uniting in Worship 2 p. 295)
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A Litany for World Peace
Remember, O Lord, the peoples of the world,
divided into many nations and tongues.
Deliver us from every evil
that gets in the way of your saving purpose;
and fulfil the promise of peace to your people on earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
silence
From the curse of war
and the human sin that causes war;
O Lord, deliver us.
From pride that turns its back on you,
and from unbelief that will not call you Lord;
O Lord, deliver us.
From national vanity that poses as patriotism,
from loud-mouthed boasting,
and blind self-worship that admits no guilt;
O Lord, deliver us.
From the self-righteousness that will not compromise,
and from selfishness that gains by the oppression of others;
O Lord, deliver us.
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From the lust for money or power
that drives people to kill;
O Lord, deliver us.
From trusting in the weapons of war,
and mistrusting the councils of peace;
O Lord, deliver us.
From hearing and believing propaganda,
and speaking lies about other nations;
O Lord, deliver us.
From groundless suspicions and fears
that stand in the way of reconciliation;
O Lord, deliver us.
From words and deeds that encourage discord,
prejudice, and hatred;
from everything that prevents the human family
from fulfilling your promise of peace;
O Lord, deliver us.
God of peace:
we pray for all your children on earth,
of every nation and of every race;
That they may be strong to do your will.
silence
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We pray for the Church in all the world;
Give peace, O Lord.
For the United Nations;
Give peace, O Lord.
For the leaders of the nations,
and for all politicians, ambassadors, and diplomats;
Give peace, O Lord.
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Eternal God,
use us, despite our ignorance and weakness,
to help bring about your holy will.
Hasten the day when all people
shall live together in your love;
for the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.
(Uniting in Worship 1 People’s Book, pp. 182-4)

For international federations of labour,
industry, and commerce;
Give peace, O Lord.
For worldwide agencies of compassion
which bind wounds and feed the hungry;
Give peace, O Lord.
For the World Council of Churches and its agencies;
Give peace, O Lord.
For all who, in any way,
work to further the cause of peace and goodwill;
Give peace, O Lord.
For ordinary people in many lands who live in peace,
and who long for peace for all people;
Give peace, O Lord.
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Canticle: Song of Peace (Isaiah 2:2-5)
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills.
And all the nations shall flow to it;
many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob:
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Blessing
Deep peace of the running wave to you;
Deep peace of the flowing air to you;
Deep peace of quiet earth to you;
Deep peace of the shining stars to you;
Deep peace of the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour out their healing light on you.
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world to you.
Deep peace of Christ.
(Scots Celtic prayer)

That he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.’
God shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide for many peoples:
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord.
(Uniting in Worship 1 People’s Book, p. 135)
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