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A Message from
the President
Dear Friends,
“I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly,” said Jesus. (John 10:10) The picture
of abundant life that’s painted in the biblical texts
is one of peace and reconciliation, justice and
transformation, love and inclusion for all creation.
It is about wholeness of life and access to all that
is necessary for people to flourish.
We are called to participate in God’s mission for
the world—a mission of reconciliation that is God’s
love acting in the world through us—for justice and
peace. Following the example of Jesus and with
the wisdom and grace of the Spirit we make God’s
love manifest for people as they experience dignity,
respect, meaning and purpose in life, connection
with the earth and all its creatures, health and

flourishes when there is equity among all people,
when we have a vibrant civil society and a political
system that is robust and has integrity, when human
rights are upheld and when we act with respect
and care for the planet and the diversity of life that
depends on its health and wellbeing.
The areas of public policy covered in this suite of
resources reflect the ministry of the Uniting Church
Assembly through its various agencies and units and
some of the priorities identified by Uniting Church
synods through their social justice units. My hope is
that this resource will help you to consider your vote
through the lens of our faith and the gospel values
which compel us all to be engaged in God’s mission
in the world.
The Uniting Church has, since its beginning,

security, inclusion in communities of care and

sought to engage constructively in national

participation in society. These are the necessary

affairs. We hear God’s call on us as a fellowship

ingredients for people to flourish. When they are

of reconciliation and as individuals to stand against

reflected in public policy (the laws, regulations,

injustice, greed and prejudice and work for a

programs and funding that governments deliver on

society marked by justice, peace and hope. I would

our behalf) they are typically defined by policies

encourage you, during the course of the election

in such areas as social welfare and community

campaign and through your vote to make known

services, human rights, environment, finance

what matters most, enabling us together to grow

and economy, employment, housing, health

a flourishing society.

and education.
In public policy terms, in an affluent nation like ours,
people flourish when they are safe from violence,
harm and persecution, have decent employment
and adequate support in unemployment, are able

Mägayamirri Rom,
Stuart McMillan, President, Uniting Church
in Australia
Mägayamirri Rom, in the Yolngu languages of North East Arnhem

to access adequate and appropriate healthcare,

Land means: “the way of peace and tranquility, harmony with the

education and housing, and are able to participate

whole of creation, be with and within you.”

in decision-making in the community. Our society
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Introduction
A Flourishing Society
Your Faith, Your Voice, Your Vote

Your vote in a vibrant democracy

A flourishing society

Once every three years or so, on the day of a federal

A Flourishing Society: Your Faith, Your Voice,

election, almost every adult in the country is focused

Your vote invites you to consider the values which

on their participation in the democratic process, even

underpin the policies of the political parties and

if it is just for a few minutes. While there is

candidates who are asking us to give them the

much more to active participatory citizenship than

responsibility of national leadership. The invitation is

casting a vote every few years, it is one of the most

to consider your vote in the 2016 Federal Election in

important rights and one of the most significant

terms of what we need to do, as individuals and as

responsibilities we have as citizens.

a nation, to ensure a flourishing society—one that is

So how do you think about your vote? Do you always
vote for the same party? Or maybe you vote on the

focused on the good of all people and the planet, now
and into the future.

basis of party policies on issues that are important

In God’s household people are safe, secure, cared

to you. Do you try to identify which local candidate

for and valued. The household shares all it has with

shares your values and hopes for the future and vote

concern for those most in need. This is a system of

for them regardless of party affiliation? Do you vote for

cooperation, justice and equity that is characterised by

the candidate from the party promising policies that

love and marked by generosity.

will improve your own circumstances, like tax cuts and
other personal benefits or for the candidate who will be
better able to represent local issues at a national level?
Or maybe you try to weigh some of these things
up before deciding.
Like all citizens in a democratic state, Christians have

The Assembly statement An Economy of Life
calls on us, out of our faith in the God who provides
“all that is necessary for life to flourish”, to recognise
and acknowledge the injustices in our society. It invites
us to imagine a different kind of society—one built on
the vision of God’s household and grounded in the

a responsibility to actively engage in the political

values of the reign of God: love (of God and each other,

processes of their country. As Christians, however, we

even our enemy and especially those most vulnerable),

have a particular responsibility to think about how we

social justice, peace, grace, mercy and forgiveness,

do this in a way that answers the call to be good news

hospitality, inclusion, connectedness and compassion.

in the world: seeking justice, peace and hope as core
values of our shared political life and the public policies
that determine so much of how we live together
in our society.

Socio-economic systems (and the political systems
and public policies which support them) that are
based on values such as individualism, competition
and greed, breed injustice, violence and oppression.
They deny human flourishing
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and the flourishing of the natural world. On the

Building a flourishing society demands political

other hand, systems, structures and policies which

leadership which encourages, enlivens and engages

seek to build a flourishing society uphold the

people in their daily lives and their participation in

dignity and worth of every person, encourage

the systems, processes and structures of democracy.

vibrant and inclusive communities, value the

It requires a commitment from our leaders to more

natural environment for its own sake and care

than just the bottom line—an understanding that

about the impact of the immediate and the short-

the wellbeing of people and communities cannot be

term on the future of our world. They promote

judged solely by what we can measure and count.

justice because they arise from a recognition that

Governing for the good of all requires courageous,

the fullness of our humanity is not found in wealth

moral and principled leadership. It reaches out

or power but in life-affirming relationship with each

beyond our nation’s borders to serve those in need

other and the world around us.

in other places.

This resource is an invitation to seek out

As citizens, casting our vote in an election is one

political leadership and policies which will build

important way we can contribute to the building of

up individuals and communities, uphold human

a flourishing society. As Christians called to reach

dignity, treat the natural world with respect and

out with the love of God for the good of all, we

serve the needs of people who are most vulnerable

have a particular responsibility to think carefully

as a priority. It covers some of the most important

about the kind of society we want to be and cast

areas of public policy in Australia and invites you

our vote in a way that reflects the values of the

to consider what approaches to policy will best

God who has provided all that is necessary for the

contribute to building a flourishing society.

world to flourish.
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The purpose of this document

This document is an expression of these promises
and our commitment as a church to share with

In the Statement to the Nation made by the

all Australians in the search for meaning, purpose

Inaugural Assembly in 1977, the Uniting Church in

and community in life. It exists because the Uniting

Australia recognised that Christian responsibility

Church has sought to engage with important public

to society is “fundamental to the mission of the

issues and issues of public policy in an informed way.

Church”. We promised that the Uniting Church
response to the Christian gospel would always

It is not the intention of this resource to lead the

“involve us in social and national affairs” and that

reader to any particular conclusion about whom
they should or should not vote for. It does not ‘rate’

we would

the policy platforms of political parties. It seeks to

Seek the correction of injustices wherever

explore the implications of the gospel for aspects of

they occur. We will work for the eradication

Australia’s national life. It contains material to help

of poverty and racism within our society and

Church members identify important issues facing

beyond. We affirm the rights of all people to

Australia, listen to politicians and political parties

equal educational opportunities, adequate health

with discernment, and cast an informed vote.

care, freedom of speech, employment or dignity
in unemployment if work is not available. We will

As Christian voters we can make an impact before,

oppose all forms of discrimination which infringe

during and after the election: sharing and working
for a vision for the future of our country that arises

basic rights and freedoms.

out of a deep and abiding Christian hope, sure in

We will challenge values which emphasise

the knowledge that together we can build a world

acquisitiveness and greed in disregard of the

of peace, justice and equity for all. Jesus’ call to us

needs of others and which encourage a higher

to live as faithful disciples is a call to be bearers of

standard of living for the privileged in the face

this hope so that all may know the love of God.

of the daily widening gap between the rich
and poor.
We are concerned with the basic human rights
of future generations and will urge the wise use
of energy, the protection of the environment
and the replenishment of the earth’s resources
for their use and enjoyment.
As one institution within a nation, the Uniting
Church declared that it would “constantly stress
the universal values which must find expression in
national policies if humanity is to survive” and that
it would always
Hope and work for a nation whose goals are not
guided by self-interest alone, but by concern
for the welfare of all persons everywhere—the
family of the One God—the God made known in
Jesus of Nazareth the One who gave His life
for others.

6
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Want to know more?
The full set of A Flourishing Society: Your Faith,
Your Voice, Your Vote resources are available on
the website unitingjustice.org.au/election2016.
If you cannot access this website please contact
your local synod for hard copies or UnitingJustice
Australia via email at unitingjustice@nat.uca.org.au
or phone (02) 8267 4238.
Information about the Uniting Church in Australia’s
role, mission and activities can be found on the
website of the Assembly, the national council of
the Church assembly.uca.org.au, and from the
websites of its synods, agencies and committees,
all accessible from the Assembly website

Acknowledgements
This booklet and the full set of A Flourishing Society:
Your Faith, Your Voice, Your Vote resources have
been produced for the Uniting Church in Australia
Assembly by UnitingJustice Australia and include
materials prepared by various Assembly and Synod
agencies and Uniting Church members. We would
like to thank everyone who has contributed.
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Freedom from
Incarceration
Justice for First Peoples
Our vision
We dream of Australia as a nation which values
and celebrates the distinct lives and identities of

Aboriginal families and communities, such as those
outlined in the Stolen Generations report well over a
decade ago.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. We

In his 2014 Social Justice and Native Title

hope for a nation which recognises the violence

report, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social

of the past and the ongoing injustices, and which

Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda called the

is committed to justice and equity for all. We seek

over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait

a nation that can celebrate diversity and does

Islander people in prisons one of the most urgent

not continue to pressure people to fit in, to be

human rights issues facing the country today. In

assimilated, to become like some other part of the

the last year, the situation has become worse. From

community. A flourishing society sees all people as

June 2014 to June 2015 the imprisonment rate for

equal before the law and treated fairly, regardless

First Peoples increased from 2,175 to 2,253 prisoners

of wealth, connections, gender or race.

per 100,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people.

Facing the issues

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples do
not commit more crime than other groups in

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities,

society but they are treated unfairly in law. Public

both remote and urban, experience heightened

drunkenness laws, for example, impact much more

levels of disadvantage across a range of

on people who live outdoors than they do on

socioeconomic indicators. Too many Aboriginal and

people who get drunk in the privacy of their own

Torres Strait Islander people are marginalised, sick,

homes. Another major issue is over-policing. Many

without proper work, living in dire poverty, without

Aboriginal people tell stories of being stopped by

adequate education, and face an earlier death than

police for no reason at all, and there is a joke in the

other Australians. This disadvantage is directly

community that there exists a crime called DWB

linked to the effects of racism on people’s lives;

(‘driving while black’). Such over-policing is not the

unchecked intergenerational poverty; and reduced

fault of individual police, or even simply of a part of

access to basic services that other Australians take

the police force. It arises because of the continuing

for granted.

racism in our society that produces fear and

This situation is the legacy of our colonial past

stereotypes of Aboriginal peoples as ‘criminals’.

and the flawed, abusive and paternalistic policies
that have contributed to the breakdown of

A Flourishing Society
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This is not a simple issue, and there are many
reasons for the disproportionately large numbers
of people in prisons, including the significantly
high level of family violence that sadly results
when people live with the destruction of family
life wrought by paternalistic policies, crossgenerational trauma, and the shame that comes
when people cannot support or protect their
family (from racism, for example).

Policies for a flourishing society
Justice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Fund and support justice reinvestment
Funds that would normally be directed
to prisons should be reinvested in
community-driven programs and
strategies that address the underlying
causes of offending. The aim is to
empower the community, to build its
capacity to reduce incarceration in the
local area.
Reform the Stronger Futures legislation by
removing the purely punitive measure of

peoples will depend on adequately resourced

up to six months incarceration for breach

policies in the areas of health, housing, education,

of alcohol bans which fail to reduce the

employment and welfare support. For many

impact of alcohol abuse on Indigenous

communities it will depend on programs that

families and community members. The key

strengthen language and culture, including support

to success is not to impose restrictions,

for bilingual education and the retention of schools
in local communities. For others it will mean not
withdrawing the resources that allow them to live
in remote communities close to the country that
sustains them and for which they have a
moral responsibility.

Did You Know?
Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Government policies must empower Aboriginal

Islander adults are 15 times more

communities to address disadvantage without

likely to be imprisoned than non-

the imposition of top-down solutions by outside

Indigenous Australians.

welfare and government bodies.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

While laws, courts and prisons are largely state

peoples are 2.4% of the Australian

issues, there are actions the federal government

population aged over 18 years but make

can take to address imprisonment rates and the

up 27% of the total prisoner population.

treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples in the legal system.

From 2000–2013, the imprisonment
rate for Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Set a ‘Closing the Gap’ goal for incarceration

Islander adults increased by 57% while

rates and recidivism

the non-Indigenous rate remained

This goal could include the development

fairly stable.

of police protocols about relationships

The juvenile detention rate for

with Aboriginal peoples, and the broader

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

use of Aboriginal Police Liaison Officers.

people is around 24 times the rate
for non-Indigenous youth.

A Flourishing Society
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but rather to empower each community
to make and enforce their own alcohol
management plan;

Fund prison chaplaincy
Most Aboriginal people have some
sort of connection to the church, so

removing the ban on the use of Indigenous

chaplains in prison are a valued and

customary law in bail and sentencing

appreciated support. It is important that

decisions. Customary law can help

these chaplains be Aboriginal and Torres

Aboriginal communities exercise greater

Strait Islanders, and that this service be

control over problems facing their

adequately funded.

communities; and
ending the compulsory suspension of

Want to know more?

parents’ social security benefits if their

This paper was prepared by the Uniting Aboriginal

child fails to attend school, and in genuine

and Islander Christian Congress. Find out more at

partnership with Aboriginal people address

uaicc.org.au

the reasons why young people don’t go
to school, such as a lack of recognition by

The work of the Social Justice Commissioner of

schools of Aboriginal culture and history;

the Australian Human Rights Commission can

failure to fully engage parents, carers and

be found here: humanrights.gov.au/our-work/

the wider Aboriginal community; and

aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-social-justice

ongoing disadvantage in many areas of
the daily lives of First Peoples, including
intergenerational poverty.

Did You Know?
Australia’s Constitution makes no
mention that before Europeans arrived,
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples had lived on this land for more
than 40,000 years. Section 25 of the
Constitution still allows people to be
disqualified from voting on the basis
of race.

A Flourishing Society
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Shelter from
the Storm
Protecting Refugees and People
Seeking Asylum
Our vision
As Christians called to love our neighbour, welcome
the stranger, challenge unjust systems and offer
refuge and care to those who are marginalised and
in exile, the Uniting Church has always understood
that we have a particular responsibility in our
society for responding to issues related to refugees
and people seeking asylum. We hope for a world
where people forced to flee their homes find shelter
from the storms of conflict and violence and where
those who suffer oppression and persecution find
freedom and hope. In a just and flourishing society,
people who come seeking care and protection are

2015–2016 and 2016–2017. This will increase to
16,250 in 2017–18 and 18,750 the year after that.
Currently, at least 11,000 of these places are for the
offshore resettlement program, that is, for refugees
referred by UNHCR. This leaves only a small
number of places for people who have arrived in
Australia by boat or plane and sought protection
once here. There are over 28,000 people who have
arrived in Australia by boat to seek asylum and who
are waiting for their claims to be processed. Some
have been waiting for years. These numbers do not
add up and they are not generous.
In September 2015, the Federal Government

welcomed and supported so that they too might

announced a special intake of 12,000 refugees from

flourish, sharing in the abundant goodness of life

Syria and Iraq, but less than 200 had arrived by

that is a gift from God and not ours to withhold.

the end of April 2016. In the same period Canada
has resettled more than 26,000 refugees from

Facing the issues
In 2015 the number of people globally displaced
by conflict and persecution (including people
displaced internally) passed 60 million.1 It is the
world’s poorest countries that bear the greatest
responsibility for hosting displaced people in
Africa and across Asia. In Europe, Turkey hosted
an incredible 1.59 million refugees in 2014. 2
Australia’s humanitarian program offers protection
for 13,750 refugees for each financial year,

that region and many other western countries have
announced far more generous offers. 3 Lebanon is
hosting about 1.5 million Syrian refugees—it has a
population of 4.5 million. Greece has received over
250,000 people seeking asylum from the region, all
arriving by boat. In 2015 Sweden accepted about
80,000 refugees, more than a third of these
from Syria.
Punishing the persecuted
Australia has instituted increasingly harsh policies
responding to people seeking asylum who come or

1 refugeecouncil.org.au/fact-sheets/who-are-refugees/theglobal-picture
2 unhcr.org.uk/about-us/key-facts-and-figures.html

A Flourishing Society
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try to come by boat, despite the fact that seeking

Australia and on Manus Island and Nauru, has

asylum is not illegal under international law.

resulted in severe physical and mental illness in

Both major parties support policies of mandatory
detention, offshore processing and boat turnbacks. These policies are among the harshest in the
world. They are in breach of our obligations under
the UN Refugee Convention and other international
treaties that we have pledged to uphold, and they
undermine the global system of refugee protection
at a time when positive and generous solutions are
needed more than ever.
Successive Australian governments have decided

adults and children. Reports from the UNHCR,
Amnesty International and the Australian Human
Rights Commission (AHRC) have found healthcare,
education, translation and legal services, and
recreational facilities in the centres on Nauru
and Manus Island to be grossly insufficient.
Doctors visiting the centres have diagnosed
disproportionately high rates of severe depression
and self-harm including suicides, even by children.
People are currently kept in immigration detention
for an average of 445 days.4

to punish people who try to arrive in Australia
by boat in order to send a message to people
smugglers and others who might seek to make
such a journey.

Policies for a flourishing society
The main reason governments have given for
these harsh and abusive policies is that they are

They are, therefore, deliberately harsh and apply

necessary to stop people making dangerous sea

to all people, regardless of age, illness or trauma.

voyages to Australia. Militarising what should be a

People have been indefinitely detained in Australia

humanitarian response and punishing one group

and successive governments have sought the

of people in order to send a message to another,

cooperation of Cambodia, Nauru and PNG, all of

is not only wrong, it is unnecessary. There are

which are ill-equipped to provide the levels of

alternatives. Australia can help build a regional

protection and care refugees need. These bilateral

solution that would ensure that asylum seekers and

deals have undermined regional goodwill for the

refugees are safe where they are, have hope for

development of a sustainable solution for refugees

a secure future for themselves and their families

and the policy of boat turn-backs, in particular, has

and, if necessary, be able to access appropriate

damaged our relationship with Indonesia.

resettlement within the region. There would be no

The effects of these policies on people seeking
asylum have been devastating. Detention, in

need for people to embark on dangerous
sea journeys.
Australia should take a lead in the development
of a genuine regional approach to protection of
refugees and people seeking asylum.
A regional solution should be focused on
upholding and protecting the rights of asylum

4 border.gov.au/about/reports-publications/research-statistics/livein-australia/immigration-detention

A Flourishing Society
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seekers and refugees and supporting the

Australia should take a truly global

development of a rights-based approach in

approach to refugees, asylum seekers,

countries across the region.

and displaced persons.

A long-term, effective and genuinely shared

Australia’s responses to asylum seekers

regional solution should be negotiated

should embody the spirit of international

multilaterally, in consultation with UNHCR

responsibility sharing, in the knowledge of our

and with civil society.

nation’s relative wealth and good fortune, and

Protection claims must be processed fairly,
quickly and transparently by UNHCR, with
support from nations like Australia.
In order to make a positive contribution,
Australia must cease unilateral actions such
as the interception and turning back of boats
and end its bilateral arrangements with the
poorest countries in the region.
Australia must demonstrate its commitment
to a regional solution by resettling a
substantial number of refugees from
the region.

the burden that has been disproportionately
imposed on developing nations.
Australia should increase its commitment
to offering resettlement places for refugees
referred to us by UNHCR. Australia should
(gradually) increase its annual overall
humanitarian intake to at least 60,000
by 2020.
Australia’s onshore (refugees whose claims
have been processed in Australia) and
offshore (resettlement on UNHCR referral)
humanitarian program intakes should be
de-linked. Australia is the only country that
links onshore and offshore humanitarian
intakes. The linking of the two components
has contributed significantly to the
perception that asylum seekers arriving by
boat are queue jumpers taking the place of
so-called ‘legitimate’ refugees residing in
refugee camps overseas.

A Flourishing Society
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Australia should constructively engage with UN
treaty bodies and the Universal Periodic Review

Want to know more?

process and strive to meet recommendations

This paper was prepared by UnitingJustice Australia.

made by UNHCR in recognition of its mandate to

A range of resources about these issues is available

lead and coordinate international action for the

on the UnitingJustice website: unitingjustice.org.au/

world-wide protection of refugees and

refugees-and-asylum-seekers

the resolution of refugee problems.
Shelter from the Storm is a statement of the
Uniting Church Assembly. It provides a theological
rationale for engagement in justice for asylum
seekers and refugees. It gives a background to
the global context and Australian responses to
asylum seekers and refugees as well as providing
principles for good policy for the protection of

Did You Know?
Australia appears only 4 times in the

asylum seekers and refugees unitingjustice.org.
au/refugees and-asylum-seekers/uca-statements
item/1105-shelter-from-the-storm

UNHCR’s list of the top 20 refugee
receiving countries between 1980 and

The Refugee Council of Australia is the peak body

2014 in 1980, 1981, 1982 and 1983.†

of refugees and refugee advocacy and support

† unhcr.org/5666963e9.html

organisations in Australia. It provides advocacy and
support to refugees and educational materials about
the key issues facing refugees in Australia
refugeecouncil.org.au
The Australian Churches Refugee Taskforce is an
ecumenical initiative of the National Council of
Churches in Australia acrt.com.au
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For the Sake
of the Planet
Action on Climate Change
Our vision
The Uniting Church in Australia believes the natural
environment is not merely a resource for the
benefit of human beings but has intrinsic value as
part of God’s good creation. A flourishing society
built on the principles of God’s justice and peace
recognises our natural environment as a sacred
gift from God and understands that we are in
relationship with the whole creation. Because all

Climate change has already produced rising
temperatures which are melting the ice caps,
upsetting ecosystems, damaging the planet’s
biodiversity, raising sea levels and risking the
future of low-lying coastal and island nations
and populations around the world, increasing
the frequency and ferocity of storms and other
natural disasters, and threatening the security
of all life.

life is interrelated and interdependent, human

Across Southeast Asia and in low-lying Pacifc Island

flourishing depends on ecological wellbeing and

countries, including Kiribati and Tuvalu (where the

for this reason social justice and environmental

Uniting Church in Australia has strong partnership

sustainability are inherently intertwined. Tackling

links with local churches) the damaging effects of

climate change presents us with the opportunity to

climate change are already taking their toll. People

reassess our relationship with the natural world and

in these countries, among the least responsible for

the ways our economic systems can help or hinder
ecological flourishing.

Facing the issues

Did You Know?

Climate change is threatening the integrity of life

The OECD has recognised that strong

on earth and harming those who are least

environmental policies are not a burden

responsible. If greenhouse gas emissions

to economies. On the contrary, ambitious

continue to increase and the global mean surface

and innovative environmental policies have

temperature rises 1.5°C above pre-industrial

an impressive track record of generating

levels, we will see irreversible changes in natural

innovation, developing industry, creating

environments around the world which will have

jobs and increasing economic prosperity.†

devastating consequences for the communities

CSIRO modelling has found that with the

which rely on them for their food, water, culture

right policy choices, strong action on

and economy. The amount of climate pollution

climate change and economic prosperity

humans are releasing has been accelerating

are not mutually exclusive.‡

with no signs of slowing down.

† OECD, 2008. Environmental innovation and global
markets ENV/EPOC/GSP(2007)2/FINAL, p59
‡ CSIRO, Australian National Outlook 2015 (October
2015) .csiro.au/nationaloutlook
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climate change, are now facing the destruction of
their livelihoods, cultures and communities.

Policies for a flourishing society
For more than a decade, the Uniting Church has

In Australia, our geography and climate means

stood in solidarity with churches in the Pacific and

that we are at significant risk of experiencing longer

other international partner churches, supporting

bushfire seasons, more severe drought, more frequent

their calls for a stronger global response to climate

flooding, higher than average temperatures and

change. The Church has taken action by divesting

devastating changes to our ecosystems.1 Shifts in

from investments in fossil fuels, and congregations

rainfall and changes to availability of marine species

are addressing their carbon footprint and working

will have an impact on food. There will also be

within local communities to support energy efficiency

increases in heat-related and mosquito-borne disease.

initiatives and greenhouse gas reduction programs.

Given that 2015 was the warmest year on record we
need to be ready as a nation to prevent and respond
to these challenges.

The Uniting Church has repeatedly advocated that
the federal government should set ambitious
greenhouse gas reduction targets, develop and

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are

implement policies that shift us away from fossil fuels

on the frontline of climate change impacts in

and towards clean, safe and renewable energy, and

Australia. Low-lying islands in the Torres Strait

support those countries and people on the frontlines

are already experiencing the impacts of rising

of climate change.

sea levels, with some residents having left Sabai
Island. Desert communities are trying to cope with
increasing temperatures and communities in coastal
or river-flood plains are experiencing changes to
crop availability. Despite numerous accounts of

Australia should set a post-2020 emissions
reduction target of at least 40% below 2000
levels by 2025.
The federal government should introduce

the importance of traditional knowledge and the

measures proven to reduce harmful emissions

imperative to involve indigenous people in the

and support the transformation to a low carbon

decision-making that affects their lives, very rarely

economy, including:

does policy related to climate change adaptation
and mitigation take traditional ecological knowledge

a price on carbon;

into consideration or adequately respect and

support for investment in renewable energy

incorporate the views of Aboriginal and Torres

research and production;

Strait Islander peoples.
The Australian Government has set a greenhouse gas
emission reduction target of 26–28% on 2005 levels
by 2030. This target is too low and does not make a
worthwhile contribution to global efforts to reduce

a renewable energy target of 100% by 2050;
and
a moratorium on the development of new
coal mines.

emissions. Current policies are failing to help us meet
even this weak target. After Australia repealed its
carbon tax, our emissions rose again, according to
modeling done by a Cedex report. 2

1 See the former Climate Commission’s report on extreme weather in
Australia: climatecouncil.org.au/extreme-weather-report
2 smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/emissions-for-powersector-jump-as-carbon-tax-ends-20150107-12jmb4.html
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Pricing Carbon
A price on carbon is a critical tool in moving
to a low emissions economy. Carbon-intensive
goods and services must be made more
expensive than their low-emissions alternatives
and the biggest polluters must pay the most.
Without a cost, there will be little incentive to

Want to know more?
This paper was prepared by UnitingJustice
Australia. Find out more about the work on
Climate Change here:
unitingjustice.org.au/environment

change polluting behaviour. A price on carbon
would also generate government revenue

Some Uniting Church synods have websites where

that can be used to support low-income and

you can access good information, resources and

vulnerable households and small businesses.

stories about how Uniting Church congregations

This income could support industries and

and groups can be and are involved in many local

workforces to make the transition to clean,

programs and initiatives to tackle climate change

renewable energy.

Uniting Earthweb in the Synod of New South
Wales and the ACT unitingearthweb.org.au
Uniting Green in the Queensland Synod

The federal government should take

ucaqld.com.au/social-justice/uniting-green

account of climate change in all its forward

Green Church in the Synod of Victoria and

planning and policy reform, recognising the

Tasmania greenchurch.victas.uca.org.au

extra demands that the effects of climate
change will place on government and
community resources.
Australia should be a good global citizen.
Australia’s collaboration at the UN level will

Ecochurches Western Australia
ecochurcheswa.net
Uniting Churches SA
sa.uca.org.au/environment

help ensure there is universal agreement on

The Australian Religious Response to Climate

how to address climate change after 2020.

Change (ARRCC) is a multi-faith network which

Australia must take its share of responsibility
for assisting developing countries that
are bearing the brunt of the effects of
climate change.
Australia should increase financial support
to developing country neighbours,
enabling them to engage in mitigation and
low carbon development activities.
This funding should be in addition to
overseas development aid.

was formed in response to sense of moral purpose
on climate change shared by religions in Australia
arrcc.org.au
For more information, including detailed studies
and policy ideas, see
The Climate Council
climatecouncil.org.au
The Climate Institute
climateinstitute.org.au
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change ipcc.ch

A Flourishing Society
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Taxation for a
Flourishing Society
Our vision
A society in which all people are able to flourish
and live decent lives is one in which everyone

the role of government and the kind of society we
want to be. Should governments provide public
services, which ones, at what level and for whom?

takes seriously the shared responsibilities we have

The mythology that Australia is a high taxing

for one another. The taxation system is the main

country and the deeply embedded idea that

way we raise public money, our ‘common wealth’.

taxation is a ‘burden’ work together to skew

It is the most important tool we have in society

the conversation to debates about where to cut

for achieving economic justice and making sure

spending. But Australia has a revenue problem,

that the basic needs of all people in society are

not a spending problem.

met. Taxation is, therefore, a profoundly moral
matter and the way we organise the system will
always reflect our values as a society. A good
taxation system will raise enough money to build
and maintain public infrastructure, deliver essential
services and support people who are struggling
and in need of care. It will not reward greed but
encourage a culture of shared responsibility.

Contrary to popular belief, Australia is a low
taxing country compared with other nations.
Australians don’t pay as much tax as people in
other similar countries. Australia’s tax revenue is
consistently lower as a proportion of GDP than
other OECD countries.1 Many European countries
have government (tax) revenue set at about
45% of GDP (Denmark is close to 50% of GDP),
whereas in Australia that figure is less than 30%

Facing the issues

of GDP. 2 Comparisons of our tax revenue with

Taxation reform has been a major subject of

countries in Asia are often made to prove the

political debate and public conversation in the lead

point that Australia’s direct taxes are high, but the

up to the last federal election and since then. This

comparison fails when taking into account the

debate is usually focused around issues to do with

public expectation about the nature and quality

balancing the federal budget and so becomes

of the services that should be delivered

about whether the federal government should

by government.

raise more money through the taxation system or
cut spending on public services. Often the idea of
spending cuts is paired with the offer of personal
or business tax cuts to make the cuts more
acceptable. At its heart, then, this is a conversation
not so much about balancing a budget but about

A Flourishing Society

1 OECD (2014), Revenue Statistics, oecd.org/ctp/tax-policy/
revenue-statistics-19963726.htm
2 OECD (2014), Revenue Statistics, .oecd.org/ctp/tax-policy/
revenue-statistics-19963726.htm
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The federal budget needs repair, but cutting

There should be no increase to the rate or base

government spending on public services so that

of GST.

cuts can be made to personal and company taxes
will not solve the problem. The federal government
must raise revenue in order to properly address
such major issues as the growing gap between
people who are wealthy and those who are poor,
the rising costs of aged care as the population
ages, the effects of climate change (more frequent,
more severe storms, bushfires and floods, and the
negative public health impacts). Revenue must be

Consumption taxes, such as the GST, are regressive
in that they make no allowance for circumstance
and apply the same tax uniformly across
boundaries of class, socio-economic status, age,
gender and income level. It has been shown that
lower income households are disproportionately
impacted by such taxes. There should be no
increase to the base or rate of GST.

raised so that all people can continue to access

Australia should increase income taxes for the

good quality healthcare and education and so that

very wealthy.

these and other essential services are not
entirely privatised.

Every now and again the subject of the very large
salaries and bonuses earned by the CEOs of large

Policies for a flourishing society

corporations becomes an issue of public debate

There should be no cuts to corporate tax.

marginal top rate for very high income earners is

Multinational enterprises (MNEs) are becoming
increasingly adept and aggressive in finding ways
to escape tax, often via devious pathways through
the international tax system. Many MNEs have

and the question of whether there should be a new
raised. It has been argued that increasing the tax
rate to 50% for those with incomes over $1 million
would increase the equity of the tax system and
significantly increase revenue.4

multiple affiliates in offshore tax havens. They hold
trillions of dollars of untaxed or hardly taxed profits
offshore—and the sums are growing fast. 3

Did You Know?

Tax avoidance, especially by MNEs, is a problem

In Australia one third of federal tax

in Australia that needs to be addressed. When
MNEs avoid paying tax, more tax needs to
be collected from others, and this gives a
competitive advantage to those avoiding paying
tax. The Australian Government needs to work
collaboratively with other governments to combat
cross-border tax avoidance, strengthen the
Australian Taxation Office, and introduce legislation
to protect and reward whistleblowers who expose
tax evasion, tax avoidance and fraud. Corporate
tax should not be reduced.

3 The Tax Justice Network, taxjustice.org.au

A Flourishing Society

revenue (34%) is spent on social security
and welfare, 16% on health, 7% on
education, 2% on housing and 2% on
transport and communications. Military
spending and the public service each
take 5%.† Other taxes are spent on
‘other purposes’ including payment of
exemptions, deductions and concessions.
† ABC (2013) ‘Where will your tax dollar go?’
abc.net.au/news/2013-05-09/interactive-budget2013-where-will-your-tax-go/4682404

4 R. Dennis (2008), The case for a new top tax rate, The Australia
Institute, tai.org.au/node/1418
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Did You Know?
Australia’s tax system is mostly
‘progressive’, which means that taxes
A higher income tax on high earning individuals is
likely to have very little impact on their standard
of living, but the revenue raised can make a
tremendous difference for those who rely upon
public services.
Superannuation tax concessions should ensure
that low-income earners also have an incentive
to save for their retirement.
Australia’s superannuation system was designed
to help Australians save for retirement and be less
reliant on the age pension, which in turn should
take pressure off the federal budget. 5 Yet the
current tax arrangement that sees superannuation
taxed at a fixed rate of 15% across all income

are levied in proportion to a person’s
ability to pay. A progressive tax system is,
therefore, a fair one. In Australia, 62.3%
of tax revenue comes from direct taxes
such as personal income taxes while the
rest is collected through indirect taxes
such as GST, excise and customs duties
and property taxes.† Indirect taxes are
considered ‘regressive’ because everyone
is taxed at the same rate.
† Treasury (2013), Pocket Guide to the Australia
Tax System, viewed 27/5/15 treasurygov.au/Policy
Topics/Taxation/Pocket-Guide-to-the-Australian-TaxSystem/Pocket-Guide-to-the-Australian-Tax-System/
Part-1 ABC (2013) ‘Where will your tax dollar go?’abc.
net.au/news/2013-05-09/interactive-budget-2013where-will-your-tax-go/4682404

brackets, achieves the opposite result, and is unfair
and unsustainable.
High-income earners are able to keep their money

proposals relating to housing affordability (capital

in the tax-sheltered superannuation system

gains tax and negative gearing) see the following

where funds are taxed at 15% below that of other

section, ‘Affordable Housing for All.'

investments. But people whose income falls in the

Want to know more?

lowest tax bracket, who earn less than $18,200
per year, pay more tax on their superannuation

This paper was prepared by UnitingJustice

savings than on their income. The system does not

Australia. Find out more about its work on

allow them to save for retirement. By 2017–18 it is

economic justice at unitingjustice.org.au/

predicted that the cost to the government of these

just-and-sustainable-economy

superannuation concessions ($48.5 billion) will be
nearly equal to the cost of the Age Pension ($49.7

Find out about the Tax Justice Network on

billion). The bulk of superannuation tax concessions

taxjustice.org.au

are going to the most wealthy, who will likely never
need the age pension, and not to the low income
households who are more likely to access the age
pension later in life.

Find out more about the #taxpaysfor campaign
actionaid.org.uk/bollocks-to-poverty/
blog/2013/07/01/take-part-in-the-global-

One way to address this is to ensure that

taxpaysfor-action, asking people to share the

superannuation investment is concessionally taxed

essential and valued services that tax pays for.

at both investment and withdrawal, keeping the
15% concession as a savings incentive. The low-

Check out the GetUp! Campaign to

income superannuation contribution should be

introduce the Buffet Rule getup.org.au/

retained to provide an incentive for low-income

campaigns/the-buffett-rule/buffett-rule/

earners to save through superannuation. For policy

clampdown-on-tax-dodging-by-the-1

5 M.Grudnoff, It's the revenue stupid: ideas for a brighter budget,
The Australia Institute, May 2015, tai.org.au/content/its-revenuestupid-ideas-brighter-budget
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Affordable Housing
for All
Our vision

volatility. Rising house prices and the limited

Shelter is one of the most fundamental of human
needs. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
states that adequate housing that supports health
and wellbeing is a fundamental right and one of the

supply of new affordable properties affect the
availability of affordable rental properties and
public housing, and this in turn leads to rising levels
of homelessness.

essential elements of a decent life (Article 25 (1)).

On any given night, 105,000 people in Australia

All people require secure, affordable and decent

are homeless. 2 The number of women and

housing in order to flourish. Decent and affordable

children experiencing homelessness is increasing,

housing provides the stable foundation we need

particularly amongst those attempting to leave

to raise our children, grow important relationships

situations of domestic violence. Aboriginal and

with friends and neighbours, help us feel connected

Torres Strait Islander peoples are also over-

within a community and make the most of

represented in the statistics being 7.8% of the

opportunities in education and employment.

homeless population (but only 2.4% of the
overall population).

Facing the issues

One million Australians on low income in NSW and

Australia is facing a crisis in secure and affordable

the ACT, for example, currently experience ‘housing

housing. Australia’s housing is some of the most

stress’. Housing stress is defined as having to spend

expensive in the world, largely caused by too

more than 30% of household income on housing.

much demand and too little supply . Federal tax

Public housing offers some relief for housing

concessions that encourage speculative investment

stress, providing secure, stable, affordable housing

and inflate house prices have contributed to the

for over 300,000 Australians. 3 It helps reduce

demand side of this crisis. Negative gearing allows

pressure on the low-cost end of the rental market

investors to deduct the cost of an investment

and ensures that those people who will never be

property against all their other income, thus

able to buy their own home still have access to safe,

lowering their tax contributions. The capital gains

stable and affordable housing. The recent decline

tax discount allows investors to pay tax on only

in public housing has led to lengthy waiting periods,

half the capital gain made when a property is

sometimes over ten years.

1

sold. The high demand for property fuelled by
these concessions, combined with limited supply,
has inflated prices, and contributing to market

1 ‘Fuel on the fire’, ACOSS, 2015, acoss.org.au/images/uploads/
Fuel_on_the_fire.pdf

A Flourishing Society

Rising house prices have led to falling rates of
home ownership. Lower and middle income earners

2 housingstressed.org.au/get-the-facts
3 housingstressed.org.au/get-the-facts
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are most affected by increasing house prices with
many being locked out of the property market as
a result. The home ownership rate amongst 25–34
year-olds has declined from 46% in 2002 to
34% in 2011.4

Policies for a flourishing society
Capital gains tax discount should be reduced

A national housing strategy needs to be developed
Australia needs a comprehensive, well-targeted
strategy to improve housing affordability and
reduce homelessness. This requires funding
directed towards social housing, assistance to
people who need it in the private rental market and
appropriate support services and accommodation
for people who are homeless. The National
Affordable Housing Agreement has gone some

The capital gains tax discount benefits people

distance in providing these services, but funding

who are already wealthy. Capital gains (the profit

needs to be increased. The 2016 budget reveals

made from an investment) are subject to a tax,

that more than $110 million of annual funding to

which is paid when the asset (a house or shares, for

homelessness services will end next year.

example) is sold for more than it was purchased
for. A 50% discount on capital gains tax is applied

Australia also needs a national plan for investment

if the property was held for more than 12 months

in affordable rental housing. It is disappointing

by individuals or trusts. The 2014 Tax Expenditure

that the National Rental Affordability Scheme

Statement shows the capital gains discount

was abolished in 2014 and that the 2016 budget

resulted in $5.8 billion of lost government income

contains a $600 million cut to affordable rental and

in that year. The discount should be reduced.

housing programs. An affordable rental housing

Negative gearing should be used to boost

government should work collaboratively with states

scheme should be reintroduced and the federal
affordable rentals
Negative gearing is the tax minimisation process
whereby losses made on investments can be
deducted from taxable income derived from other
sources. It too, mostly benefits people who are
already wealthy. Rental investments are the most
common source of negative gearing. Negative
gearing is estimated to reduce the government’s
tax revenue by $3.7 billion every year. 5 Negative
gearing tax concessions should only be in place
where they can be redirected towards investment
in affordable rental housing.

and territories to develop policy for ‘inclusionary
zoning’ in all major new developments, legislating
that developers have to set aside a percentage of
new properties for social and affordable housing.

Want to know more?
This paper was prepared by UnitingJustice
Australia using material developed by the Social
Justice Forum of the Uniting Church in Australia’s
NSW and ACT Synod campaign for affordable
housing nswact.uca.org.au/change-the-world/
affordable-housing

Australians for Affordable Housing is a coalition
of national housing, welfare and community
sector organisations, established to highlight
4 theconversation.com/the-facts-on-australian-housingaffordability-42881
5 M. Grudnoff, It’s the revenue stupid: ideas for a brighter budget,
The Australia Institute, May 2015, tai.org.au/content/its-revenuestupid-ideas-brighter-budget
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the problem of housing affordability in Australia.
housingstressed.org.au
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Embracing Our Diversity
A Multi-faith, Multicultural Australia

Our vision
Central to Christian faith is the belief that all human
beings are made in the image of God and that Jesus

Multiculturalism has shaped Australian society and
yet, racism and discrimination on the basis of faith
and culture are a reality in Australia.

Christ modelled a love for the neighbour which was

Over the past decade, life in Australia for people of

inclusive of all people. His life and ministry broke

different cultures and faiths has changed, especially

down barriers created by difference, including

for Australians who are Muslim. Muslims in Australia

gender, culture, and even faith. The early church, in

have become targets of discrimination and bigotry,

response to Christ’s call, recognised and embraced

largely as a result of the harsh public discussion

differences among and between peoples.

around terrorism and responses to terrorism,

As Christians, then, we are called to live out God’s
will for reconciliation in the world and work for a
world where all people can flourish. In Australia,
reconciliation between people depends upon the
way we embrace our identity as a multi-faith and
multicultural society. We seek an end to the violence
of racism and xenophobia, and the demonisation
of those who are different. Our Christian mission
requires us to work with others to build communities
that are founded on mutual respect and where the
gifts of our diversity are valued and celebrated.

Facing the issues
The policy of promoting multiculturalism—
recognising difference as a positive aspect of

which has been fuelled by a hostile media and
the permission given by political leaders for the
expression of racist and religiously prejudiced
opinions. Anti-Muslim groups have flooded social
media with hateful messages. Women wearing the
hijab (one type of veil) have experienced verbal
and even physical abuse. Building proposals for
mosques and Muslim schools have been met with
fierce opposition. The Sikh community, too, has
also experienced discrimination due to the outward
displays of their faith, such as men wearing
a turban.
The Australian Human Rights Commission
campaign, ‘Racism. It Stops with Me’, was launched
in 2012 in response to research which found:

life together in Australia—has been part of the

one in five Australians say they have

Australian political and cultural landscape since

experienced race-hate talk, such as verbal

1978 when the Fraser Government implemented

abuse, racial slurs or name-calling; and

the first national multiculturalism policies.1
1 dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/settlement-and-multiculturalaffairs/publications/fact-sheet-australias-multicultural-policy#b

A Flourishing Society

Uniting Church in Australia Assembly | 23

more than one in 20 Australians say they

Religious freedom is a fundamental human right,

have been physically attacked because of

enshrined under article 18 of the International

their race. 2

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.6 All people

In 2015 a Western Sydney University report found
that Muslims experience a level of discrimination
and hate talk three times higher than for the
average Australian. 3

are entitled to be free from discrimination on the
basis of their religion and free to practice their faith.
This includes the freedom to educate in the faith,
build places of worship, observe holy days, display
the symbols of the faith and observe religious

The commitment of the major political parties to
promoting multiculturalism has waxed and waned
over the last decade. Too often we have heard
political rhetoric which serves to further divide
people rather than promote a strong message of
social cohesion

dress practices.
While there is state legislation which protects
against religious vilification in Australia, there is
no Commonwealth legislation that specifically
prohibits discrimination or vilification on the basis
of religion, or that protects the right to freedom

and inclusiveness.

from religious hatred and violence. In light of this

Seeking just policies

gap in federal policy, and the unlikely prospect
of a Commonwealth Human Rights Act which

We seek policies and leadership that value

would specifically protect freedom of religion, it is

Australians of all cultures and faiths and encourage

important that a key priority for all governments

the flourishing of all people without discrimination.

in Australia must be promoting peaceful and

We expect Australia’s political leaders to model

inclusive communities where difference is viewed

respectful relationships by using language that

as strength.

does not stigmatise, stereotype or demean people
on the basis of their cultural or religious heritage.
We look for a public narrative that embraces an

Federally, it is vitally important that
policies should

inclusive national identity and emphasises what

enable the funding of services and

binds us together rather than what separates us

programs which meet the specific needs

socially or culturally.

of diverse communities and address areas

4

For a fair and flourishing Australia, we seek a
commitment to eliminating disadvantage for
culturally and linguistically diverse Australians

of disadvantage, such as employment and
workplace rights as well as mental health and
family violence;

across a number of areas including employment,

promote an inclusive Australia, where every

social inclusion, health and family safety. 5

person feels safe and is able to contribute
to society;

2 itstopswithme.humanrights.gov.au/why-racism

directly address the relationship between

3 uws.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/988793/12441_text_
challenging_racism_WEB.pdf

racial and faith-based discrimination;

4 Victoria University’s report Community and Radicalisation looks
at counter-narratives as strategy against radicalisation vu.edu.au/
sites/default/files/ccdw/pdfs/community-and-radicalisation.pdf
5 fecca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/FECCA-Submissionof-the-2015-2016-Federal-Budget-Priorities-Statement.pdf
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6 See the UnitingJustice submission to the AHRC Religious
Freedom Roundtable unitingjustice.org.au/human-rights/
submissions/item/1103-religious-freedom-inquiry
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allow for the observance (without undue

Counter-terrorism strategies should include a

penalty) of religious holy days for members

strong focus on community-based initiatives aimed

of minority religious groups, including those

at addressing social isolation and disaffection,

other than western Christian traditions; and

particularly among young people, and to building

support and encourage language and cultural
education programs.

intercultural understanding.

Want to know more?

We seek a change in current policies, legislation

This paper has been prepared by the Assembly

and practices that have (whether intentionally

Relations with Other Faiths Committee and

or unintentionally) increased prejudice against

Multicultural and Cross-cultural Ministry.

religious groups. Commonwealth anti-terrorism
and security laws introduced since 2001 have had
a disproportionate and long-term discriminatory
impact on Australia’s Islamic community. The
introduction of such laws has compounded the
alienation of the Muslim community and is having
a detrimental impact on social cohesion.7 We seek

For more on the UCA Relations with Other Faiths
Working Group assembly.uca.org.au/rof
For more information on how the UCA lives out its
commitment to be a Multicultural Church
assembly.uca.org.au/mcm

policies that achieve the right balance between
security and freedom from discrimination.

For more on our national policy agenda and
programs promoting cultural diversity visit:
the Department of Social Services,
Settlement and Multicultural Affairs
dss.gov.au/our-responsibilities/
settlement-and-multicultural-affairs/
programs-policy/a-multicultural-australia
the Australian Human Rights Commission

7 op.cit., Religious Freedom Inquiry submission, p.10, unitingjustice.
org.au/human-rights/submissions/item/1103-religious-freedominquiry
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National campaign, ‘Racism. It Stops with Me.’
itstopswithme.humanrights.gov.au
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Saving Our
Democracy
Our vision
The Uniting Church hopes for a world where all
people are able to participate in the decisionmaking of their country. We believe that the
hope for peace and justice is strongest when
governments respect their citizens, uphold their
human rights, support their liberties and enable
free and open participation in the political process.
Christian support for human rights and democracy
rests on the understanding that the community
flourishes when all people are included and
accorded the dignity and respect they deserve as
beloved children of God.
The Uniting Church is, therefore, committed to

The government, in its law-making, policy and
practice, must protect and promote all of the
human rights contained in the UN human rights
instruments which Australia is party to.1 While there
is some national legislation that protects some
of the human rights agreed to by nations at the
international level, these do not comprehensively
or adequately provide the protection of rights and
freedoms to which all members of the Australian
community are entitled. The Racial Discrimination
Act 1975 and the Sex Discrimination Act 1984
provide some protections against discrimination
and there are sections of the constitution that
provide for the right to vote and the right to
trial by jury, a limited expression of freedom of

working for a healthy, functioning and transparent

religion and an implied right to freedom of political

Australian democracy. We believe that this provides

communication, but these are

a strong foundation for a flourishing society and

not enough.

that engagement in public debate by civil society
voices should be actively encouraged.

Threats to an active civil society
A robust, flourishing, democratic nation is one

Facing the issues
Inadequate protection of human rights

with an active civil society. Civil society includes
community organisations, environmental
organisations, human rights organisations, peak

In Australia there is no Commonwealth law which

bodies, local community groups, churches, unions,

sets out fundamental human rights and freedoms,

and those people who work individually or in

such as a national Human Rights Act. This means
the government has greater powers to violate
basic democratic rights such as the right to free
speech, the right to peaceful process, or freedom
of association.

A Flourishing Society

1 These include the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR), the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment and
Punishment (CAT), the Convention in the Rights of the Child
(CRC) and the Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status
of Refugees (Refugee Convention) which was written out of the
Migration Act in 2014.
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groups to advocate for social change. It is through

Environmental advocacy organisations survived an

the tireless efforts of civil society in Australia that

attempt in 2015 to strip them of their deductible

we can be proud of the rights, laws and policies

gift recipient status because of a perception by

that exist now in areas such as disability, anti-

government that only ‘practical’ environmental

discrimination, workplace safety, the minimum

work should be funded. Many cases of threatened

wage, environmental protection, homelessness and

environmental destruction are prevented through

many more. But a number of measures are in place

effective advocacy and community education. 3

which threaten to restrict the active engagement of
community organisations and individuals in holding

Threats to a free press and freedom of

government to account, affecting policy and

information

speaking on behalf of those least able to speak

Free speech and press freedom are considered

for themselves.

crucial aspects of a healthy democracy. Yet,

Advocacy is one area where community

the Australian government has a number of laws in

organisations provide a vital contribution towards

place that increase secrecy, threaten press freedom,

the development of policy and law that reflect the

and restrict the flow of information about matters

needs and concerns of society. It is of particular

of concern to us as citizens.

concern that the government has reduced

There has been an increasing cloud of secrecy over

funding to organisations whose main area of work

the conditions and treatment of people seeking

is advocacy. The introduction of ‘gag’ clauses

asylum. Since the 2013 election, no journalists

(imposing restrictions on advocacy activities)

have been allowed to visit immigration detention

into the contracts of community organisations

centres in Australia.4 New laws introduced in the

that receive funding from the government further

Border Force Act 2015 mean that it is unlawful for a

silences these voices. Community legal centres

Department of Immigration and Border Protection

(CLCs) have seen changes to their funding

employee or contractor (including doctors or

agreements that prohibit funding being used
to lobby government or engage in campaigns. 2

3 op.cit.

2 Howie, E. and de Kretser, H., 2016, ‘Safeguarding Democracy’,
Human Rights Law Centre, p. 15
hrlc.org.au/safeguardingdemocrac

4 Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance, ‘Going after
whistleblowers, going after journalism: the report into the State
of Press Freedom in Australia in 2015’, meaa.org/mediaroom/
press-freedom-report-2015
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welfare service providers) to disclose or record

their area of work and relate to their

information related to their work. The penalty is

issues of concern.

up to two years jail. This law, in particular, creates
barriers for whistleblowers or any people who

Increased protections for press freedom and

wish to disclose human rights abuses. The concern

freedom of information

from many doctors, journalists and human rights

Human rights advocates, journalists, monitoring

advocates is that the legislation forces them to

bodies, doctors, community workers or

stand by while child abuse and gross violations of

government employees should not be prevented

human rights take place, or face severe penalties. 5

from witnessing and reporting instances of

Policies for a flourishing society

governments, corporations or other institutions

abuse, corruption or human rights violations by

A Human Rights Act

and organisations in Australia. The press,
whistleblowers, and human rights advocates should

Australia should have national legislative protection

be free to share information related to human

of human rights. A Human Rights Act would

rights abuses or government transparency without

provide a clear and transparent yardstick for

threat of jail time or hefty fines.

legislators to assess and design laws which reflect
core shared values of Australians in relation to
human rights and a ready reference point by which
courts can make considered judgements, and
a coherent and accessible instrument by which
citizens and communities can assess and measure
the situations in which they feel their fundamental
human rights have been compromised. A Human
Rights Act, operating within Australia’s system of
open and democratic government, will provide

Want to know more?
This paper was prepared by UnitingJustice
Australia. Find out more by accessing the work
on human rights at unitingjustice.org.au/humanrights, especially the submission to the Australian
Human Rights Commission’s Rights and Freedom
consultation unitingjustice.org.au/human-rights/
submissions/item/981-rights-and-responsibilities

greater protection for fundamental rights and
freedoms, promote dignity, address disadvantage

Amnesty International Australia has a campaign for

and exclusion, and help to create a human rights

the protection of Human Rights in Australia

culture in Australia.

amnesty.org.au/yourhumanrights/passport

Removal of gag clauses from

The Human Rights Law Centre has produced an

government contracts

excellent report entitled, Safeguarding Democracy

We want to see a flourishing society in which

hrlc.org.au/safeguardingdemocrac

the people, representative bodies, community
organisations, churches, unions and peak bodies

The Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance

are well resourced, able to hold government to

continues to stand up for press freedom meaa.org

account and empowered to speak on behalf of
their constituencies.
For this to happen, the federal government must
encourage and support the advocacy of NGOs
and other civil society organisations. Government

The Australian Human Rights Commission has a
section on Rights and Freedoms humanrights.
gov.au/our-work-rights-and-freedoms/
about-rights-and-freedoms

funding agreements should be free of clauses that
prevent organisations from engaging in advocacy
on behalf of their constituents and community
organisations should be given opportunities to
contribute to decision-making processes that affect
5 E. Howie and H. de Kretser, ibid., p. 26
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Thriving Communities
Beyond the Urban Fringe
Our vision
Our vision of a flourishing country is one that
includes thriving communities located all across
what has traditionally been identified as “rural and
remote” Australia—in reality, home and heartland
for so many Australians, particularly Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.
In these heartland communities, just as in the
rest of the country, there are many ways people
develop flourishing lives and relationships, and
like people across the rest of Australia it is vitally
important that individuals and families feel
supported and encouraged throughout their lives,
especially during times of crisis. The Uniting Church
seeks a nation that is committed to the health of
these important communities across our country’s
heartland—communities that fundamentally
enrich Australia’s cultural history, ecological
diversity, economic wellbeing and sense of identity.
Government policies should actively support
and encourage continued growth of resilient and
sustainable communities across the whole of
our country.

Facing the issues

disadvantage takes many forms across social,
financial and environmental factors and often
there are multiple factors at play creating
situations of great adversity. Lack of access
to even basic services and support can have
particularly difficult consequences for people who
are already dealing with other serious problems.
The effects of this for individuals, families and
whole communities are particularly acute in
the area of mental health and wellbeing, where
the scarcity of appropriate health and support
services has seen a rapid and shocking rise in the
incidence of male suicide since 2007. This is having
a devastating impact in all kinds of communities, be
they farming communities in the Riverina district
of NSW, or Indigenous peoples in the Kimberley
region of north-east Western Australia. What
is undeniable is that those communities where
mental health issues are addressed with adequate
resourcing and service provision have the strength
and resilience to better “serve themselves” and
meet a range of other social, environmental and
economic challenges. The benefit to society, and
particularly to governments, when mental health
challenges are effectively met can be measured
in absolute terms also—against markers such

People in Australia’s heartland areas, far from

as greater economic prosperity, more effective

major commercial and service hubs, are often

social cohesion, lower rates of crime and criminal

confronted by a set of issues that can lead

recidivism, and an enhanced sense of community

to a unique experience of disadvantage. This

confidence and ‘spirit’.
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The effects of climate change have added an

Rather than establishing and locating a workforce

entirely new dimension to problems already being

within an existing community, FIFO provides

experienced, with communities now enduring

‘mobile’ workforces with few social connections

far more frequent severe weather events such

to the local communities in which they work. The

as droughts, flooding, algae bloom and violent

mobile workforce, with its accompanying increase

storms. These unpredictable weather patterns

in earnings and its itinerant nature, has driven up

are combining with other entrenched factors to

the cost of living and housing to astronomical levels,

create even greater impediments to the sustainable

making it nearly impossible for families to relocate

development of communities. Policies that are

permanently into these regional and isolated areas

designed to enable and empower communities in

and has made it difficult for long-term residents to

Australia’s heartland to mitigate, adapt and respond

stay and local businesses to survive.

to these conditions and events, can and do lead to
safer and more resilient communities, the benefits of
which are felt right across greater Australian society.
Policies that support the exploitation of the

Policies that support such practices do not help
build resilient communities. Conversely, policies
that are based on a long-term strategic vision
for change and a genuine commitment to

resources of rural and remote Australia for the

identify practical solutions that will help ensure

purpose of short-term financial gain have also

that communities are able to flourish, do aid the

caused significant harm to many people and

building of resilient communities.

communities throughout the vast expanses of
“Heartland Australia”, not least those who identify
as First Peoples. One of the most devastating
examples of this has been the creation of ‘flyin fly-out’ work (FIFO), a practice that became
entrenched during the mining boom and which
continues to affect many communities in resourcerich regions such as the gas fields of Queensland.
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Policies for a flourishing society
The Uniting Church is seeking policies that are
based on a long-term vision for justice for all
Australians, no matter where they live across
the country. The government should focus on
developing policies that, over time, will build

the development of more programs which
assist communities to ‘grow their own’ health
workers through partnerships with other
agencies, services, education and training
organisations, and State and Territory
governments; and

resilience and enable rural and remote

infrastructure planning which provides

communities to withstand the unpredictability

for rural and remote Australia in ways

of our economic circumstances and the ongoing

commensurate with the planning that

challenges of our changing climate, and

takes place in metropolitan areas.

capitalise upon the opportunities. Within this
increasingly difficult and complex context, we
are faced with several issues in need of urgent
attention, and seek policies that will deliver:

Want to know more
This paper was prepared by Frontier Services.
Frontier Services is a national agency of the Uniting

the provision of social and economic support

Church in Australia, committed to promoting and

structures, such as community development

supporting remote area ministry and offering

programs and volunteer support programs;

volunteer services through Outback Links to

an increased social services presence, and
in particular, a focus upon mental health and
pastoral care for communities and individuals
affected by adverse conditions associated

remote and isolated individuals and communities
across Australia. For more information visit the
website at frontierservices.org or follow
facebook.com/FrontierServices

with where they live;
the provision of sustainable services and
networks which serve to overcome isolation
as a result of environmental realities (such
as climate change, drought, floods and
bushfires) regardless of the state of
the economy;
effective taxation and royalty payment
arrangements that promote a more just and
fair distribution of the wealth gained from
the resources that belong to us all;
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From Poverty to
Fullness of Life
Our vision
The Uniting Church believes in a world where justice,
human equality and harmony characterise our
relationships. Wherever people experience violence,
injustice, powerlessness and poverty, the people
of God are called upon to help overcome these
problems by working for justice, being involved in
peacemaking and working towards fullness of life
for all people. This includes providing access to all
that is necessary for life and dignity: clean water,
sufficient food, education, good health and resilient
and harmonious communities.
This mission is what involves us in national affairs
and inspires us to participate in conversations
about public policy. We advocate for government
policies that uphold and promote wellbeing for
all people and which take seriously Australia’s
responsibilities in the world, as a wealthy and
secure nation.

Facing the issues
Global poverty
Good progress has been made in alleviating
global poverty. Extreme poverty has been halved
since 1990.1 Yet, the number of people living in
poverty is still extremely high and inequality

limited access to education, health and other basic
services, social discrimination and exclusion and
barriers which prevent people from participating
in decision-making which affects their lives. There
are still approximately 836 million people living
in extreme poverty, the majority of whom live in
developing regions, especially Southern Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa. Oxfam tells us that today, 62
rich individuals own as much wealth as the poorest
3.6 billion people. 2 The principle of ‘trickle-down
economics’, where the lower echelons of society
were said to benefit from the wealth of the upper
echelons, has been proved false.
There is also a correlation between state fragility
and conflict and poverty rates. In 2014, around
42,000 people abandoned their homes every day
and 28.5 million children left their primary school
education because of conflict. 3 Millions of people
in the Middle East alone have been displaced as a
result of extreme violence and persecution and the
resulting deprivation. The consequences of these
realities are being felt the world over.
These realities are compounded in a world where
climate change is being increasingly experienced,
through changing weather patterns, rising sea
levels, more extreme weather events and
resource scarcity.

has grown significantly. Poverty is not simply
malnutrition or a lack of income and resources
to secure a livelihood. Other dimensions include
2 An Economy for the 1%, Oxfam, 2016
1 The Millennium Development Goals Report, United Nations, 2015
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The shift to ‘Sustainable Development Goals’
The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
were originally developed and committed to by
world leaders in the year 2000. This inspired the
adoption of wide-ranging practical activities from
countries, civil society and companies that helped
to improve the lives and future prospects of those
living in poverty.
Building on the MDG’s successes and lessons
learned, new goals have been formulated, the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Instead
of eight goals there are now 17 broken down into
169 targets.
Given the persistent and unresolved issues that

Did You Know?
After sustained efforts around the world to
meet the Millennium Development Goals,
there were many positive results including:
the number of people in extreme
poverty fell from 1.92 billion in 1990
to 836 million in 2015
the proportion of undernourished
people in developing regions was

remained after the MDGs, the SDGs will have a
major focus over the next 15 years on:
Eradicating poverty and hunger
Promoting gender equality
Enhancing medical and educational access
Building peaceful, just and inclusive societies
Reducing the divide between rich and poor
within and between countries

reduced by almost half, from 23.3%

Ensuring the lasting protection of the

in 1990-92, to 12.9% in 2014-16

planet and its natural resources.

the under-five mortality rate dropped

Instead of, in practice, only applying to developing

from 12.7 million in 1990 to almost 6

countries, which was one of the criticisms of the

million in 2015

MDGs, these goals will be more explicitly universal

primary school enrolment in
developing regions increased
dramatically, reaching 91% in 2015,
from 83% in 2000.

in application. In principle, every country will
now be expected to adopt and commit to their
implementation. This will require concrete steps
and immediate measures that will affect the ways
in which governments behave, businesses operate
and how civil society is shaped. For wealthy
countries, this will demand a scaling up of their
combined overseas aid commitments, particularly
for Australia.
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Australia’s shrinking aid budget
The Uniting Church’s position as resolved at the

budget has been cut from a peak of $5.6 billion in
2012–13 to $3.9 billion in 2016–2017.

14th Assembly in 2015, is for Australia to revive

Australia has become a poor contributor of aid

previous budget commitments and to commit

compared with other wealthy nations. The average

to a credible timetable to allocate 0.7% of Gross

contribution by wealthy nations in 2014 was 0.38%

National Income (GNI) to Australia’s overseas aid

of GNI. Australia is well below this average, now

program. This would be in line with Australia’s

contributing only 0.22% in 2016–17. This drastic

international obligations and our commitment

reduction in aid will directy affect people and

under the MDGs. However our aid budget has

communities around the world who rely on the

not grown. It is shrinking. Since 2012, successive

generosity of countries like Australia to support

governments have cut Australia’s aid contribution

them as they move out of poverty and work to

down to its lowest ever level at 0.22% of GNI in the

build healthy, safe and secure communities where

2016-2017 budget.
Between 2005 and 2012 there existed largely
bipartisan support for gradually increasing
Australia’s overseas aid budget to reach a goal of
0.5% of Gross National Income (GNI). In 2012, that

all people are able to flourish. The reduction will
gravely impact on people who require access to
health, education and other vital life saving services,
while also undermining the stability and security of
our region.

support petered away with Labor pushing back the
timeline for a 0.5% goal. In the lead up to the 2013
Election, the Coalition abandoned the 0.5% goal
altogether. In 2015, Australia’s aid commitment had
dropped back to just 0.25% of GNI.41 Australia’s aid
4 Matthew Morris & Julia Newton-Howes, ‘Where Australia’s
case for aid went wrong—and what we can do to rebuild’,
DevPolicyBlog, 3 June 2015, devpolicy.org/whereaustralias-case-for-aid-went-wrong-and-what-we-can-dotorebuild-20150603
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Policies for a flourishing society

Want to know more?

We seek policies that demonstrate Australia’s

This paper was prepared by UnitingWorld. For

commitment to participating positively and

more information about the overseas relief and

generously in global efforts to build a just and

development work of the Uniting Church, visit the

peaceful world. Such policies would

website of Uniting World at unitingworld.org.au

reaffirm the commitment to Australia’s aid
and development efforts. Australians expect

For more information about the

their leaders to comprehend the importance

Sustainable Development Goals visit

of international aid to Australia’s national

un.org/sustainabledevelopment

interests;
reverse recent cuts to foreign aid and begin
reinvesting in Australia’s aid program;

The Campaign for Australian Aid website has a
collection of information resources and ideas
about how to get involved in the campaign to

develop a credible timetable for honouring

increase Australia’s funding for overseas aid and

our international commitment to increase

development australianaid.org

Australia’s aid to 0.7% of our Gross
National Income;
develop and begin implementing a
program which will ensure Australia meets its
obligations to the Sustainable Development
Goals and contributes positively to
international efforts to achieve the Goals;
commit to strong and urgent action on
climate change, including increasing financial
support to developing country neighbours to
enable them to engage in mitigation and low
carbon development activities. This funding
should be in addition to existing overseas
development aid; and
develop policies and aid programs that
promote reconciliation and peacebuilding,
especially in conflict zones but also in
countries where peace and security
are fragile.

A Flourishing Society

Uniting Church in Australia Assembly | 35

A Decent Life
Economic Justice for All

Our vision
All Australians should have the means and
opportunity to live a decent life. In a country like
Australia, people flourish when they have adequate
income and resources to ensure that they are not
living in poverty. This includes adequate income
to live with dignity while on welfare, and adequate
and appropriate support to transition out of welfare

The current allowance, which amounts to less than
$40 per day, is not adequate to assist unemployed
people to get back on their feet and into paid work.
It’s not enough to keep people out of poverty.
While there are so many people living in poverty,
and so many people struggling because of the
inadequacy of support payments, we fail to be a
truly flourishing society.

into stable employment wherever possible. As a

Good economic policy and good social policy

society, we look after each other in many ways, but

go hand in hand. Jobs, growth, tax reform, and

one of the primary tools for achieving equity and

investment in essential services are all needed

supporting people in need is the tax and transfer

to ensure that everyone can participate in and

system. One of the other critical areas of policy is

contribute to their community. Ensuring that

employment and we believe that now, more than

welfare payments are adequate and meet people’s

ever, is the time for innovative national employment

basic needs is vitally important for the future

approaches that address the changing nature of

prosperity of our country. A more appropriate

work and the necessary shifts to the workforce that

level of Newstart support is, therefore, an essential

come with Australia’s changing economy.

ingredient for healthy people and families and also
necessary for a healthy economy.

Facing the issues

An increasing number of children and young people

Poverty and inequality continue to grow in

are caught up in the financial hardship faced by

Australia. A staggering 2.55 million Australians lived

their parents. We know that growing up in poverty

below the poverty line in 2012. Chronic poverty is

is a key risk factor for living with long-term financial

also a risk, with about a quarter of those who exit

hardship as an adult, so actions that reduce the risk

poverty returning to being poor within two years,

of poverty in families are crucial.

and about 12–15% of poor households remaining
poor 11 years later.

Policies for a flourishing society

The Uniting Church, through UnitingCare Australia,

The Australian welfare system is the manifestation

has long been calling for an increase to the

of our concern that those most vulnerable among

Newstart allowance, the unemployment benefit.

us have adequate resources that allow them to live
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a life of dignity even in the absence of an ability
to undertake paid work—whether for reasons of
capacity or discrimination.
The tax and transfer system as it currently exists in
Australia is unjust. Instead of helping to lift people
out of poverty and long-term unemployment, it

Did You Know?
Income inequality in Australia is higher

entrenches them in their situation. We seek policies

than the OECD average.

that uphold people’s dignity and support every

One in 7 Australians were living below

Australian to have what they need for a decent life.

the poverty line in 2012.

We recommend that the next federal government
commit to the following:

Poverty is continuing to grow in
Australia, affecting 2.55 million people

An independent review into the adequacy of
payments and the payments system, ensuring that
any changes to the payments system do not leave
vulnerable individuals and families worse off
The welfare payments system is part of the wider
social services system and it’s clear that the system
is failing the very people it exists to support. An
independent review is necessary to assess what
the payments should be and how they should be
delivered. Any reform to the payments system must
deliver better outcomes for those most vulnerable

in 2012.†
In the 25 years up to 2010, real wages
increased by 72% for those in the top
10% of Australians but by only 14% for
the bottom 10%.‡
The Newstart payment per fortnight for
a single parent is only $570.
† Australian Council of Social Service (2014) ‘Poverty in
Australia 2014’
‡ Australian Council of Social Service (2015) ‘Inequality in
Australia 2015'

and disadvantaged.
Development and implementation of a ‘financial
inclusion’ policy
Good financial management skills are essential
for everyone. On an international scale, Australia’s
average financial literacy has been left behind. A

Development and implementation of social policy
with strong focus on jobs and jobs creation as a
fundamental response to inequality

financial literacy program would be an important

The nature of work is rapidly changing and many

first step in enabling low income Australians

people are being excluded from the workforce due

to manage their incomes and provide for their

to a lack of relevant skills. Governments must, as a

financial needs over time.

priority, find solutions to this growing problem that
will assist people to make career transitions and
sustain rewarding jobs.

Want to know more?
This paper was prepared by UnitingCare Australia.
For more information visit the website at
unitingcare.org.au
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An Election Toolkit
Ideas and Resources for Active Citizenship

Once every three years or so, on the day of a

identify a range of national social justice and

federal election, almost every adult in the country

environmental issues that are important to the

is focussed on their participation in the democratic

caring, connecting and justice arms of the Uniting

process, even if it is just for a few minutes. In

Church in Australia. The information in this suite

the lead-up to the campaign, we’ll be on the

of resources is designed to help you talk about

receiving end of endless election campaigning and

these issues with your federal candidates. If there

advertising, and 24-hour-a-day media analysis. But

are other issues that concern you, you can apply

contrary to the impression that this gives, election

the focus on values throughout this document to

campaigns are not just a time for us to listen. In a

thinking about those. This is not just a matter for

healthy democracy it is a time for politicians to be

individuals and so you might like to work within

listening to us—to what kind of society we want

your congregation and/or your local community

and what issues we are

groups to identify which issues matter most

concerned about.

not only to you, but to your local community.

Imagine if this election year, your local community
was able to drive the agenda of the campaign in
your electorate. Imagine if, come Election Day, you
felt confident in your vote, as a result of having
had honest and substantial discussions with
all the candidates about the things that matter
most to you. Imagine a candidate taking on a

Remember, that in this election context, the
relevant issues are ones within the jurisdiction
of the federal government. Synods and Uniting
Church agencies in your area may be able to
provide further information and resources
upon request.

with you. All this is possible. To make it happen

Participating in pre-election
discussions

we need to be well informed and committed to

There are a number of ways you can engage with

particular issue as a direct result of a conversation

actively engaging with the political processes in

your local candidates during the election campaign.

our country—a privilege and a responsibility of our

You can write to them or meet them as they move

citizenship. This resource has ideas to help make

around your electorate—doorknocking, in shopping

the most of opportunities to participate.

centres, at arranged meetings and at community

Identifying local issues of concern

you to make the most of those opportunities and

events and candidate forums. This toolkit will help

The booklet which is the core of this suite of
sources,

offers ideas for how you might organise some
opportunities for yourself and your congregation.

A Flourishing Society, and the Hot Issues Briefs
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Talk

Write

As a congregation, organise a local forum for

Write to the local candidates in your area indicating

candidates in your area to talk about issues

both local and national issues you would like to see

concerning your community. It is wise to provide

addressed by the next government. Make sure that

clear parameters for such a meeting. This could

the local issues are ones over which the federal

be a meeting for members of the Church,

government has some responsibility.

or wider community.

Write to the leaders of all major parties about the

As part of this resource, we have produced a series

policy issues that are a priority for you and your

of Hot Issues Briefs on topical and important issues

community and about the future you would like to

especially for use in candidate forums and group

see for Australia.

conversations. They include some key facts and
suggested questions for candidates.
As an individual or in a group, you can arrange a
meeting with your current local member and other
candidates standing in your electorate.
You can download the Hot Issues Briefs and
the guides for hosting a candidates forum and
arranging a meeting with and writing to your local
candidates from the website unitingjustice.org.au/

You can access the contact details of
Parliamentarians at australia.gov.au/directories/
contact-parliament
Write an article for your local paper about the
things you are looking for in political leadership and
the issues you believe need to be addressed.
Write letters to the editor of local, regional and
national papers.

election2016
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Pray
Pray for the leadership of Australia, for those who

There are also several current independent

make decisions, for those who are affected by

members of the Parliament. Profiles of these

those decisions and for our nation. You might like

members and those who represent a political party

to use the prayers from the Uniting in Worship

can be found at the Parliament of Australia website

People’s Book pages 168, 172 and 182.

at aph.gov.au/house (for current members of the

In Sunday worship, choose a focus issue each week
for information and/or prayer.
Worship resources for use in the lead-up to the
election can be found on the Election website
unitingjustice.org.au/election2016

People, parties and policies
The easiest way to find out more information
about political parties, their origins, agendas
and policies, is to visit their websites. Here is

House of Representatives) or aph.gov.au/senate
(for current members of the Senate). Each member
of Parliament also has their own website.
The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) can
also help you find out which federal electorate you
are in and identify your local Member of Parliament
aec.gov.au/Electorates.
The Australian Broadcasting Corporation also
provides online coverage of elections at its
dedicated website abc.net.au/elections.

the full list of registered parties aec.gov.au/
parties_and_representatives/party_registration/
Registered_parties
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