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Hot Issues

Human Trafficking
Federal Election 2016

Human trafficking and
forced labour
Some of the products that are sold

Fast Facts

in our stores have been produced by

There are 20.9 million people in

people (or children) who have been

forced labour in the world. 11.4

trafficked or are subjected to forced

million are women and 5.5 million

labour.

are children. Over half, 11.7 million

People have been trafficked into

live in the Asia-Pacific region

Australia for the purposes of

Today the slave trade is known as

commercial sexual exploitation,

human trafficking.

but some have also been trafficked
onto building sites, farms, into
food processing factories and into

The trade buys and sells people for
as little as $30 per person.

restaurants and cafes.

Ask your candidates
What steps will your party take to
ensure that goods sold in Australia are
not produced with the involvement of
slavery or trafficked labour?

Labour hire businesses are often
behind human trafficking in
Australian industries. Unlike many
other countries, Australia does not
have a licensing system for labour
hire businesses, making it easy for

Will your party support the

criminals to set up and run

introduction of a law, similar to

such businesses.

that already in place in the UK and
California, that will require companies
to publicly disclose what they do to
ensure that any goods they import
are not made by people who have
been subjected to human trafficking
or forced labour?

Why is this an election
issue?
Australian law makes it a crime for
Australian citizens or companies to be
involved with slavery anywhere in the
world. Despite this, there has never

Will your party support a licensing

been a case brought against any

system for labour hire businesses

Australian or Australian company for

in industries with a history of

involvement with slavery overseas.
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exploitation?

Your Faith, Your Voice,
Your Vote

Will your party support a requirement

such as clothing, bricks, carpets,

that people on temporary work visas

seafood, tinned fruit and vegetables,

There are goods sold in Australia

in Australia be supported by

rice and gem stones that have

community groups or unions?

involved forced labour or slavery
in their production.

The government has taken some
important steps to support victims
of trafficking in Australia, but needs
to ensure that people who come
here looking for a decent job on a
temporary visa are protected from
forced labour and exploitation.

Hot Issues

Protecting Refugees
in the Region
Federal Election 2016

Protection not punishment
Australia’s policies in response to

Why is this an election
issue?

people seeking asylum arriving in

The current policies have bipartisan

Australia by boat are based on the

agreement and the political debate

idea of deterrence. To deter others,

is focussed on which of the major

the consequences for those who try

parties can hold the line with these

must be punitive and harsh.

‘tough’ policies. This turns refugees

These policies, which include
turning back boats, mandatory
and indefinite detention, offshore

and people seeking asylum into
political footballs.
These policies are unsustainable

processing and temporary protection
visas, undermine international law.

They damage the health and
wellbeing of people. People,

Ask your candidates
How will your party work positively
with countries in the region to

The alternative to “stopping the

especially women and children,

boats” is a rights-based regional

are not safe in offshore centres.

framework focussed on upholding

There have been numerous

and protecting the rights of asylum

suicide attempts, including by

seekers and refugees.

better protect refugees and people

A regional protection solution would

seeking asylum?

ensure that people feel safe where

What plans does your party have for
finding long-term solutions for the
refugees on Nauru and Manus island?

they are, have hope for their future

children. Tragically some people
have died because of violence,
inadequate medical care
and suicide.

and, if necessary, are able to access

The Supreme Court of Papua

appropriate settlement within

New Guinea has ruled the Manus

the region.

Island detention centre illegal.

How do you understand Australia’s
commitments to the Refugee
Convention and other international
treaties we have signed?

It requires positive cooperation

The deal with Cambodia has

across the region, rather than

failed with only 5 refugees

bilateral deals between Australia

agreeing to resettlement at

and our impoverished neighbours.

a cost to Australia of $40 million.

How will your party ensure that
people seeking asylum who are on
boats that are intercepted have their
claims for protection assessed fairly
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and transparently and according to our
obligations under international law?

A long-term, effective and genuinely
shared regional solution should
be negotiated multilaterally, in
consultation with the UNHCR and
with civil society.

My hope finished now.
I don’t have any hope.
I feel I will die in detention.
Unaccompanied 17 year old,
Christmas Island, 4 March 2014
(Australian Human Rights Commission,
The Forgotten Children)

Hot Issues

Towards Zero
Net Carbon
Federal Election 2016

Why towards zero?
Climate change is the result of
greenhouse gas emissions caused by
the burning of fossil fuels, especially

already been lost and people have

and agriculture.

been forced to move.

Even a 1.5°C rise in global temperature

Australia’s greenhouse gas

rise will see irreversible changes in

emissions are over 500 million

natural environments around

tonnes per year, which is

Australia is the highest per capita

What is your party’s target year for
reaching zero net emissions?
Would your party consider a price
on carbon? If so, what would that
look like?
How will you party help to grow a

emitter of greenhouse gases in

Around 3/4 of Australia’s electricity

the industrialised world and has a

is generated by coal.

responsibility to move as quickly as
we can to zero net emissions, which
means a carbon neutral footprint.

Why is this an election
issue?

The Uniting Church, through
its national and state-based
councils has decided to divest
from corporations engaged in the
extraction of fossil fuels.

Current Australian policies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions are weak.
There is little evidence that they will
make the contribution necessary for

Government policies must support

Will you support an end to the

the people and communities

in the global effort to address

development of new coal mines and a

currently relying on coal to make the

climate change.

transition to a new economy.

phasing out of coal-powered energy?
Moving to a clean, carbon free future
What policies and programs would

Our government has a responsibility

makes good economic sense. The rest

you put in place to help vulnerable

to act on behalf of future generations.

of the world is already moving quickly.

communities and individuals in the
transition to a clean energy future?

Government policies must support
investment in renewable energy

Your Faith, Your Voice,
Your Vote

equivalent to about 1.3% of
the world’s emissions

Australia to be doing its fair share

vibrant renewable energy future?
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Atoll islands in the Pacific have

coal, deforestation, clearing of land,

the world.

Ask your candidates

Fast Facts

industries, including research and
development.
Government policies must support
the people and communities
currently relying on coal to make the
transition to a new economy.

It is widely accepted that Australia
should reach zero net emissions by
2050 if we are serious about saving
the planet for future generations.

Online gambling

Hot Issues

Online Gambling
Federal Election 2016

There are about 150,000 people
with gambling problems in Australia,
which includes 1 in 10 who gamble

In the 2013–2014 financial year,

regularly.

Australians lost $2.8 billion betting

Online gambling is a growing part of
the problem.
The effects of problem gambling
include suicide, relationship
breakdown, bankruptcy, lowered
productivity and job loss, depression
and anxiety and crime (especially
fraud).

Ask your candidates
What actions will your party take

Why is this an election
issue?

to curb the harm online gambling

The online gambling businesses

businesses have been allowed to do

continue to grow their profits without

in our community?

regard for the human cost.

Will you support the establishment

The federal government is

of a national gambling regulator?

responsible for regulating online
gambling.

What steps will your party take to
address the rampant marketing

Globally, an estimated 80% of online

and advertising of online gambling

gambling is illegal, as many online

companies?

gambling businesses readily accept
illegal bets or are run by criminals.

Will you support a ban on all forms
of credit betting online?

Online gambling is an attractive way
for criminals to make money and

Will you support a requirement that

‘launder’ it so it looks like it has a

banks refuse payments to offshore

legitimate source.

online gambling businesses that
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illegally accept bets from Australians?

Fast Facts

When many elite level sporting clubs,
such as those in the NRL and AFL,
are not financially viable without
gambling revenue, sport integrity is
compromised.

on racing and $626 million betting
on sports, much of which was
bet online.
The likelihood of a person using
online gambling having a gambling
problem is 3 to 4 times higher than
for a person using other forms of
gambling.
Online gambling businesses are
aggressively targeting the poorest
nations which lack proper laws to
protect their communities.

Pete, a young adult
living at home, used
his parents’ credit card
one weekend and lost
a few thousand dollars
through online sports
betting. He knew his
parents would find out
when they checked
their account. He
committed suicide,
leaving an explanatory
note apologising and
explaining his shame.
From Financial Counselling Australia,
‘Duds, Mugs and the A-list—The impact of
uncontrolled sports betting’, August 2015

Hot Issues

Constitutional
Recognition for
First Peoples
Federal Election 2016

What’s the problem with
our constitution?
Australia’s constitution does not
acknowledge the special place of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples as the first
peoples of this land.
There are discriminatory provisions
in the constitution which ban people
from voting because of their race
and permit racial discrimination by
Governments.
There is no acknowledgement

Ask your candidates

Strait Islander peoples as original

consultation with Aboriginal and Torres

languages and the part these

Strait Islander peoples regarding

languages play in our cultural

acknowledgement of Australia’s First

heritage.

Do you support the removal of the
discriminatory provisions in the
Constitution?

More than 100 of Australia’s
leading health professionals have
said that recognition will improve
health and wellbeing of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Only 8 out of 44 proposals to
change the Australian Constitution
have been successful.
In 1967 more than 90% of
Australians voted to amend the
Constitution so that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples were
recognised as citizens.

Why is this an election
issue?
There is commitment from across

begin soon and be completed by

political parties to work for a 2017

the end of the year. The Referendum

Do you support constitutional

Referendum on Constitutional

Council will hold a series of regional

recognition of the languages of

Recognition.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples as the original languages of
our modern nation?
Does your party support recognition
of the sovereignty of First Peoples and

Your Faith, Your Voice,
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languages of Aboriginal and Torres

How will your party ensure proper

Peoples in the constitution?

A Flourishing Society

within Australia’s constitution of

Fast Facts

the development of a Treaty between
them and the Australian Government?

Public consultations have been held
throughout the country during 2014
and 2015 to explore this matter.
In December 2015, the Prime Minister
and Leader of the Opposition jointly
announced a Referendum Council
on Constitutional Recognition,
which will oversee the steps towards
constitutional recognition. In May
2016, the Federal Government
announced that the process would

dialogues for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples and all
Australians will have the opportunity
to contribute via an online platform.
More and more Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples are speaking
about their continuing sovereignty
and the need for a treaty. Changing
the Constitution will not stop this
conversation.

Hot Issues

Renewable Energy
Federal Election 2016

Australia’s renewable
energy targets
At the UN Climate negotiations in
Paris in 2015, Australia committed to
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions
in an global effort to keep global
warming to below 2°C.
The only way to meet this
commitment is to transition as

scheme, which reduces emissions

stations and owners of small-scale
systems so that they can sell the

place to transition away from fossil
energy production?

electricity (58%), followed by wind
(26%), bioenergy (8%), and solar
PV (8%).

of greenhouse gases by providing

What renewable energy target has

fuels and towards 100% renewable

renewable energy.

energy in 2012 was hydro-

your party committed to?

What strategies do you have in

In 2014, about 40% of South
Australia’s power came from

The largest source of renewable

incentives for large scale power

target in the short to medium term?

in Australia came from renewable
sources.

quickly and as fairly as possible

Renewable Energy Target (RET)

How will your party achieve this

In 2012, 13.14% of energy produced

to 100% renewable energy.
The strategy is Australia’s

Ask your candidates

Fast Facts

megawatt hours of power that
they generate.

Australia has plentiful supplies of
renewable energy sources such
as sun and wind, but the future of
renewable energy in Australia is

Australia’s current renewable energy

uncertain because of policy inaction.

target is 33,000 Gigawatt hours

Investment in renewable energy

(GWh) or 20% of energy production

dropped 70% in 2013 and 90% in

to by 2020.

2014 when policy moved away from

Why is this an election
issue?

a price on carbon.
We need strong political leadership
committed to investing in a renewable

Both the target and the strategy fall
short of what is needed to stay below
1.5–2°C of warming above
pre-industrial levels.

energy future. Modelling by the
University of Melbourne indicates
that it is possible to transition to
100% renewable energy within 10

A Flourishing Society

We need policy that will transform

years and that transitioning to 100%

our economy to significantly reduce

renewable energy by 2050 will be
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reliance on large coal power

more cost effective than the current

stations and increase reliance on

path (Institute for Sustainable

renewable energy.

Futures, UTS).

Tax for the common good

Hot Issues

Taxation Reform
Federal Election 2016

For a flourishing society, we need
to raise enough taxes to fund the
services that are necessary such as

Fast Facts

welfare, health, education, public

OECD figures show France

transport and infrastructure.

and Belgium have government

Contrary to popular belief, Australia

Denmark’s is close to 50% GDP. In

is a low taxing country compared

Australia that figure is less than 30%.

revenue at around 45% of GDP, and

with other nations. Australians don’t
pay as much tax as people in other

High tax countries like Sweden,

similar countries.

Norway, Denmark and Finland have
been shown to have lower rates of

Ask your candidates
What policies does your party have
in place to ensure that all the services
that are crucial for the common good
are adequately funded?

Australia’s tax revenue is consistently

poverty, better protections for the

lower as a proportion of GDP than

elderly, greater income equality,

other OECD countries.

higher levels of secondary school

Australia has a revenue problem, not
a spending problem.

Why is this an election
issue?

In Australia, 34% of federal tax
revenue is spent on social security
and welfare, 16% on health, 7% on
education, 2% on housing and 2%

Taxation reform has been on the

taxation reforms are equitable?

agenda of successive governments

on transport and communications.

for many years.

Military spending and the public

arrangements that currently benefit

The debate is usually focussed

the wealthiest Australians?

around issues to do with balancing
the federal budget. This is why
the conversation gets stuck in a
debate about whether the federal
government should raise more
money through the taxation system
or cut spending on public services.

Your Faith, Your Voice,
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of homicide.

How will your party ensure that

Will you support reforms to tax

A Flourishing Society

completion, and lower rates

Taxation reform is not about
balancing a budget but about the
role of government and the kind
of society we want to be—should
governments provide public services,
which ones, at what level and
for whom?

service each take 5%. Other taxes
are spent on ‘other purposes’
including payment of exemptions,
deductions and concessions.

Hot Issues

Corporate Tax
Dodging
Federal Election 2016

Tax evasion, companies
and individuals
When multinational companies avoid
paying tax by shifting money around
the world, they cheat communities

The amount of money lost by

out of the collective resources they

developing countries through

need to pay for such things as roads,

tax dodging by multinational

public transport, schools, hospitals,

companies is vast and much

universities, aged care, support

greater than the amount they

for people with disabilities and

collectively get in aid.

emergency services.

What will your party do to curb
tax dodging by multinational
corporations and wealthy individuals?
Will your party make it a requirement
for multinational companies to
publicly report their revenues, profits,
assets and number of employees, on

Christian Aid has estimated that

avoid paying tax, it also serves to

on just two types of tax dodging,

1 in 4 companies operating in
Australia with income of over $100

multinational companies cheat
developing countries out of $160
billion a year.

million paid no tax in the 2013–2014
financial year. There are undoubtedly
many companies in this group
engaged in tax dodging.

Why is this an election
issue?

a country-by-country basis, so it is

The current Federal Government

possible to see where they are really

has taken some steps to curb

doing business and where they are

multinational corporate tax dodging.

claiming their profits?

The Treasurer has stated that these

Will you support legislation to protect

efforts allowed the Government to

and reward whistleblowers in private

collect an extra $2.5 billion in the

businesses that expose tax dodging?

2014–2015 financial year. More needs
to be done to close the loopholes

Tax dodging is often done through

UK aid and development agency

When individuals who are wealthy
increase inequality in society.

Ask your candidates

It’s not just about us

these tax cheats rely on.

Multinational
corporations encourage
governments… to
undercut each other
with lower and lower
corporate taxes… the
overall result is less
revenue to fund health
services, education…
and public transport.

A Flourishing Society

front companies. Will you support
a register of the real owners of

At a time when governments are
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companies?

telling us they lack the funds to

Synod of Victoria and Tasmania,

keep a decent society functioning,

Crosslight, 2014

closing loopholes used by tax cheats
becomes even more critical.

Mark Zirnsak
Director, Justice and International Mission

How inclusive are we?

Hot Issues

An Inclusive Society
Federal Election 2016

Despite our success as a multicultural
nation, racism and discrimination on
the basis of culture and faith are a

One in five Australians say they

reality in Australia.

have experienced race-hate talk,

Muslims in particular face increasing
levels of intolerance and vilification in
Australia.
This growing intolerance and abuse
is largely a result of the harsh public
discussion around terrorism, fuelled
by a hostile media and divisive
political discourse.

Ask your candidates
If elected, how will you and your
party promote an inclusive, culturally
diverse and enriched Australia?
Does your party have a plan for how

Fast Facts

Women wearing the hijab (one type
of veil) experienced verbal and even
physical abuse.

Why is this an election
issue?

such as verbal abuse, racial slurs
or name-calling.
The Islamophobia Register,
established in 2014, recorded an
average 5.4 anti-Muslim incidents
a week from September 2014 to
September 2015, including physical,
verbal and online abuse. Most of
the victims are women wearing
religious headwear.
Incidents of Islamophobia
increased three-fold in the wake of
the Paris attacks in November 2015.
Other notable spikes included the
2015 anti-terror raids in Australia

it might strengthen understanding

Commonwealth anti-terrorism and

and reconciliation across different

security laws introduced since 2001

faiths and cultures?

have compounded the alienation

Are you committed to funding

having a detrimental impact on social

programs dedicated to educating

cohesion.

and the short-lived proposal to ban
the burqa being worn in parliament.

of the Muslim community and are

adults and children for an inclusive
Australia?

Strong political leadership is vital
to building peaceful and inclusive

In responding to terrorism, will your

communities where difference is

party facilitate and provide funding

viewed as strength.

for community-based initiatives
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aimed at addressing social isolation

Freedom of religion is a fundamental

and disaffection, particularly among

human right and people should not

young people?

be vilified or discriminated against on
the basis of their religion.

In a world marred by
division, fear and ignorance,
it has never been more
important to reach out across
our different faith traditions.
When we come together,
without agenda, without
prejudice, we begin to see
each other as we really are—
brothers and sisters.
Michael Barnes,
Convenor, Assembly Relations with Other Faiths
Committee, World Interfaith Harmony Week 2016

What is climate justice?

Hot Issues

Climate Justice
Federal Election 2016

Not all communities experience the
effects of climate change equally. It is

Fast Facts

the people, communities and nations

In Alice Springs, the number of hot

who are least responsible for climate

days (over 35˚C) is expected to

change (the poorest) who are most

double by 2070.

affected by the damaging results of
climate change. They are also the

Sea levels in the Torres Strait are

least able to respond because they

expected to rise between 9 and

cannot afford the cost of adaptation

88cm by 2100, rendering some

measures.

islands uninhabitable.

People in the most vulnerable
communities also face greater
threats to their cultures and

Ask your candidates

livelihoods because they tend
to be the communities more

How will your party work towards

immediately reliant on their

strong climate policies that account

environment to survive.

for the needs of people who are most
vulnerable, both in Australia and
around the world, especially in
our region?

contribution to the international effort

Strait Islander peoples are already

to halt damaging climate change.

noticing increases in heat-related

What will you do within your party

extreme weather events, and

to ensure that Aboriginal and Torres

changes to food availability and

Strait Islander peoples are genuine

agricultural production as a result

participants in decision making

of changed land fertility, erosion

around climate change policy,

and desertification.

including ensuring that traditional
and adaptation strategies?

Australia’s current climate policies are
weak and do not make an appropriate

In Australia, Aboriginal and Torres

disease, impacts of increased

knowledge is valued in mitigation

Why is this an election
issue?

Sea level rise is impacting the Torres
Strait Islands, with Saibai Island
residents already facing imminent
destruction of their homes.

Our government has a responsibility
to ensure that climate change policy
recognises the rights of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples
to lead climate change adaptation
processes in their communities
The traditional knowledge about
fire abatement, natural resource
management, seasonal weather
observation calendars and nutritional
education should be recognised as

A Flourishing Society

Indigenous people and those

important in the mitigation of and

most impacted by climate change

adaptation to climate change.
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globally are regularly excluded from
the decision-making processes,
nationally and internationally.

Climate change policy should
be developed with the genuine
participation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Hot Issues

Access to Quality
Aged Care
Federal Election 2016

Aged care in Australia
Every older Australian should be
able to live well, as part of their
community, with dignity and
independence, and in a place of

The number of people with

their choosing.

dementia is expected to rise to
over 400,000 within 5 years.

In the new environment of consumerled and demand-driven aged care,

Almost 15,000 older Australians

many older Australians are missing

experience homelessness or are

out on appropriate and affordable

at risk of homelessness.

support and care services.

Why is this an election
issue?
Ask your candidates
If elected, will you work with aged
care consumers and the service
providers to ensure that older people
have access to high quality and
affordable aged care, irrespective
of their location, background and
income?
Will you work to ensure that older
Australians are well informed and
able to understand the care and
service options available to them?
Will you work to prioritise the
development of policies, strategies
and programs to improve the
availability of services, healthcare
and accommodation for people with

A Flourishing Society
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dementia and their carers?

Fast Facts

Many older Australians do not

More than 1 in 10 older Australians
live in regional, rural and remote
communities.
1 in 12 older Australians experience

have access to quality, ﬂexible and

signiﬁcant ﬁnancial or social

accessible care in the location of their

disadvantage.

choosing. Others, including people

High quality aged care remains out

with high care needs, people from

of the reach of many older people.

culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, face
difficulties accessing appropriate
services and supports.
Couples, including LGBTI couples,

Older people needing care can face

can also face signiﬁcant challenges

lengthy delays for accommodation and

in accessing care that meets all their

services. In 2013–14, only 69% entered

needs and respects their status.

residential high care within three

Service providers are facing
increasing demands for specialised
care for people with dementia.
Older Australians will need assistance
to make the transition to new models
of consumer-driven care. People with
high care needs and those who are
vulnerable for other reasons will need
additional support to ensure they are
able to make informed choices.

months of assessment and only 62%
entered residential low care within that
time. Only 59% of people commencing
Home Care received services within
three months of approval.

Hot Issues

Australian
Overseas Aid
Federal Election 2016

What’s the problem with
the aid budget?
The globally agreed goal for aid

Fast Facts

spending is 0.7% of Gross National
Income (GNI).

In real terms, Australia’s aid budget
has been cut from a peak of $5.6

Australia’s level of spending on

billion in 2012–13 to $3.9 billion in

overseas aid is not even close to that.

the 2016–17 federal budget.

Our aid budget is shrinking.
The average aid contribution
Between 2005 and 2012 there was

of wealthy nations in 2014 was

bipartisan support for gradually

0.38% of GNI. The UK reached the

increasing Australia’s overseas

internationally agreed goal of 0.7%

aid budget to reach a goal of

in 2013.

0.5% of GNI. In 2012 that support

Ask your candidates

dropped away and by 2016 our aid

In 2016–17 Australia will only be

commitment has dropped back to

giving 0.22% of GNI to overseas aid.

What is your level of commitment

0.22% GNI, leaving Australia well

to Australia’s aid and development

behind other wealthy nations.

efforts?
How much will your party reinvest
in development aid if elected?

Why is this an election
issue?
In the 2016–17 budget, no provision

The aid budget is one of the most

What is your party’s timetable

was made for restoring the aid

important ways Australia contributes

for honouring our commitment to

budget to levels commensurate with

to peacebuilding, reconciliation

increase Australia’s aid to 0.7%

our international obligations.

and relief efforts around the world,

of GNI?

Opinion surveys reveal that a
majority of Australians believe that
13% of our budget goes to overseas
aid. In reality that amount is less than
1% of the budget and 0.22% of GNI.
With the global agreement on the
Sustainable Development Goals in
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2015, there are clear objectives for
Australia to meet in its provision of
overseas aid funding.

all of which are necessary to help
address the forced displacement of
people because of conflict, war and
persecution.

Hot Issues

Negative Gearing and
the Capital Gains
Tax Discount
Federal Election 2016

Why worry about negative
gearing and capital gains
tax discount?
Negative gearing allows investors
to deduct the cost of an investment
property against other income, thus
lowering their tax bill.
The capital gains tax discount (CGT
discount) allows investors to only pay
tax on half the difference between
the purchase and selling price of a
property.
These tax concessions are

Ask your candidates
What is your party’s position on
negative gearing and capital gains
tax discount?

contributing to a crisis in affordable
housing.
Tax concessions should be fair and
effective. Negative gearing and the
CGT discount fail on both criteria.

Fast Facts
On any given night, 105,000
people in Australia are homeless.
While more than one million
Australians have an investment
property, the bulk of the financial
benefit goes to higher income
households
34% of the benefit of negative
gearing goes to the top 10% of
income earners
73% of the benefit of the CGT
discount goes to the top 10% of
income earners
The bottom half of income

How will your party limit or remove

They mostly benefit the already well

earners receive only 13% of

the negative impacts these policies

off. They do very little to increase

the benefit.

are having on housing affordability?

housing supply.

What else will you do to improve
the provision of secure, affordable
housing for all Australians?

Why is this an election
issue?
The federal government has a

Speculative investment leads to

responsibility to do what it can to

housing ‘bubbles’ and makes the

ensure decent, affordable housing

economy harder to manage

for all.
Negative gearing and the CGT

Negative gearing and CGT discount
result in a loss of government

discount encourage speculative

revenue of around $7 billion a year

investment that unnecessarily pushes

that could be spent on services and
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up house prices.

infrastructure that benefit the whole
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High housing prices reduce home
ownership among low to middle
income earners and increase housing
insecurity for people who rent.

community.

Hot Issues

Australia’s
Humanitarian Program
Federal Election 2016

A global refugee crisis
There are 50 million refugees
and displaced people globally,
according to the United Nations

Fast Facts

High Commissioner for Refugees.

Australia’s minimum quota of

Australia accepted just 13,750 of

13,750 refugees for the 2016–17

these in 2015–2016 through our

year is not even 1% of the

Humanitarian Program.

global need.

Australia has a responsibility to make

The majority of the world’s

a positive contribution to the crisis

refugees are hosted by developing

of refugees and displaced people

countries. Turkey hosted 1.59

around the world.

million refugees in 2014.

It is clear that conditions in countries

Lebanon is hosting about 1.5 million

such as Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and

Syrian refugees—it has a population

a number of African countries will

of 4.5 million. Greece has received

Will you support efforts to increase

continue to see people fleeing from

over 250,000 people seeking

Australia’s humanitarian intake?

violent conflict and persecution.

asylum from the region, all arriving

Ask your candidates

How will you work within your
electorate to build a culture of
welcome and inclusion for refugees?

Why is this an election
issue?
and stable countries in the world,

for expediting the resettlement of

Australia can welcome far more

refugees from Syria? Will your party

refugees than we do.

commit to an additional intake of

about 80,000 refugees, more than
a third of these from Syria.

As one of the wealthiest, most secure

What plans does your party have

refugees from Syria in 2016–17?

by boat. In 2015 Sweden accepted

The Uniting Church in Australia

After public pressure to respond to

believes that we should increase our

the European refugee crisis in 2015,

What is your party’s plan to take care

humanitarian intake to 25,000 for

the Prime Minister announced that

of the 30,000 people awaiting their

2016–17 and to at least 60,000

Australia would accept an additional

asylum claims?

by 2020.

12,000 refugees fleeing the crisis in
Syria. Fewer than 200 had arrived

There are still around 30,000 people
in the community waiting for their

A Flourishing Society
Your Faith, Your Voice,
Your Vote

protection claims to be processed.
Some have been waiting on bridging
visas for years, which is incredibly
damaging to their health and
wellbeing.

by the end of April 2016. In the
same period Canada has resettled
more than 26,000 refugees from
that region and many other western
countries have announced far more
generous offers.

Hot Issues

Ensuring Opportunities
for Children and
Young People
Federal Election 2016

Ask your candidates

as Australia, it is shameful that 24%

1 in 5 young people report going

below the poverty line are children

hungry to school or to bed.

and young people.1

1 in 7 young people are impacted

Children and young people

by homelessness. 2

should be cared for and protected,

43,730 children aged 0–17 years

and have access to the support

were on care and protection orders

and opportunities they need to

nationally in 2014 and 36% of these

be healthy, happy, and actively

children were Aboriginal or Torres

contributing members of our society.

Strait Islander. 3

Well-functioning families are

43,399 children were in out-of-

best placed to support and protect

home care at 30 June 2015.

for the reform of the family payments

Australia are not receiving the support

system so that all people who are

they need, when they need it most,

looking for work or studying while

and children are missing out on a

supporting their children are able

good start to life.

Will you support adequately funded
and proven early intervention models
for families to reduce the rates of
children in out of home care?
Will you work to expand domestic
and family violence funding?

Why is this an election
issue?
Child poverty is a growing problem in
Australia. It affects children’s health
and wellbeing and can prevent them
flourishing later in life.
Students who are disadvantaged fall
between 12 months and 21 months

Will you support a review of the

behind more advantaged students by

adequacy of income support and

Year 9.

rental assistance for young people,
to address the cycle of youth
homelessness?

Access to good quality education is
fundamental to a child’s future and it
should start when children are young.

Would your party commit to

All children should have access

extending universal access to early

to a minimum of 15 hours of early

childhood education and care

childhood education and care.

services for all 3-year-olds?

Fast Facts

of the 2.5 million Australians living

children but too many families in

acceptable standard of living?

Your Faith, Your Voice,
Your Vote

In a country as wealthy and secure

If elected, will you commit to working

to provide their families with an

A Flourishing Society

Life for many children and
young people is too hard

1. ACOSS, ‘Poverty in Australia 2014’
2. Final summary report of the Australian Child
Wellbeing Project, 2016
3. Australian Institute of Health and Welfare,
‘Youth Justice in Australia 2014–15’

Hot Issues

Leaving No-one
Behind on the NDIS
Federal Election 2016

What’s important about
the NDIS?
People with disability in Australia
deserve a decent life of choice and

Fast Facts

inclusion.

1.5 million people with disability

A key principle of the National

for at least one everyday living

Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)

activity.1

needed formal assistance in 2012

is to support the independence and
social and economic participation of

Around half of these received less

people with disability.

assistance than they needed, or no
assistance at all. 2

The NDIS allows individuals and

Ask your candidates
Will your party support an adequately
funded, safe, quality NDIS scheme
without reducing funding in ways
that adversely impact other people
in need?
If elected, will you work to ensure
there are no service gaps in the

families to choose the supports and

Around 80 per cent of people with

services they need to fully participate

a disability are on low or very-low

in society, potentially transforming

income. 3

the lives of people with disability.

Close to 440,000 people across

It is imperative that the NDIS is

Australia are waiting for the full

fully funded, and properly rolled-out,

NDIS rollout, which is scheduled to

and that no one is left behind in

happen over the next three years.4

the process.

Why is this an election
issue?

transition to the scheme and that

The full rollout of the NDIS will

The transition to NDIS is having

people are adequately supported to

require adequate resourcing by

a signiﬁcant impact on service

choose their future care needs?

the Commonwealth, states and

providers, with some struggling

territories.

to recruit and maintain a suitably

Will your party work constructively
with service providers and the states

To meet the service gaps and ensure

and territories to build and maintain

all Australians reach their potential,

a trained, skilled and committed

the NDIS must be adequately funded

workforce?

and this funding must not be taken
from other important social services.

A Flourishing Society
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In this transition period, all people
with disability, including older

skilled workforce. The NDIS must be
adequately funded so that providers
are able to offer safe, quality
services and employ and support
appropriately qualified staff.
1. Australian Bureau of Statistics, ‘Unmet Need
for Formal Assistance, Australia 2012’, Report,
September 2015

Australians and people with a mental

2. op. cit.

illness, should receive adequate

3. Australian Housing and Urban Research

support and appropriate assistance
to make informed choices for their
future.

Institute, ‘Moving to My Home’ Report 246
4. Department of Social Services, Budget
Statement 2015

